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The telephone business is now thirty years old 
and never in its history has there been any depres- 
sion or reduction in the volume of business done. 
Nothing short of a national calamity, the extent of 
which has never yet been experienced, would reduce 
the income and profits of a well organized and op- 
erated telephone company. So a person owning a 
security of a telephone company, earning enough to 
pay the interest on his investment, is certain of a 
steady and regular continuation and increase of such 
earnings. And when you have said that, you have 
said about all that need be said in support of the 
value of any security.—B. G. Hubbell. 











Value of Telephone Securities. 

The value of telephone securities as compared with the se- 
curities of other industrials, not in the public service class, is 
G. Hubbell, president of the 
Buffalo, N. Y., as 


discussed briefly and ably by B. 
Federal Telephone & Telegraph Co., of 
follows: 

“It is becoming quite the proper thing for many of the 
periodicals to publish lengthy articles, more or less frequently, 
on the class of securities to buy and the value of one class 
as compared with another,” says Mr. Hubbell. 

“It is interesting to note that invariably these articles agree 
that the securities of public service corporations, such as tele- 
phones, water, gas, electricity, are better than the securities 
of manufacturing, irrigation, plantation, mining and other 
large corporations, whose interests are spread broadly, or the 
management of whose business is at points so far distant as 
to be unknown to the investor. 

“Some of these articles go to the extent of declaring that 
the telephone, as an investment, is classed above these other 
preferred public service securities. 

“It can be easily shown that telephone companies have a 
service to sell which is generally desirable. There is no such 
thing as hard times in the telephone business. One: often 
hears a merchant talking about poor trade and no profits, not 
because of any lack of ability or energy on his part, nor of 
any fault with the things he has to sell, but because the iron 
or steel trade is poor, or because we are about to approach a 


presidential election, or because of some foreign complications, 


which may bring on war between foreign countries, or be- 


cause of various other causes. All of these things, over 
which the manufacturer, merchant and railroad have no con- 
trol, retard and diminish their earnings and profits. 

“A man may buy today the security of a mining, irrigation, 
plantation or manufacturing company which is earning big 
profits, and a year from now those profits may be entirely 
wiped out, because of some change in the business or condi- 
The 


who made that investment loses his income of earnings, not 


tions over which the company has no control. man 
because of lack of judgment at the time he made it, but be- 
cause of the uncertainty of the business in which he made 
his investment; whereas, in public service enterprises, such as 
telephones, water, gas, and electricity, the conditions foreign 
to the business never influence it adversely. 

“The telephone business is now thirty years old and never 
in its history has there been any depression or reduction 
in the volume of business done. Nothing short of a national 
calamity, the extent of which has never yet been experienced, 
would reduce the income and profits of a well organized and 
operated telephone company. So a person owning a security 
of a telephone company, earning enough to pay the interest 
on his investment, is certain of a steady and regular continu- 
And 


said that, you have said about all that need be said in support 


ation and increase of such earnings. when you have 


of the value of any security.” 





A Big Year is a Certainty. 
“The financial strength of the United States is today one 
Adams, in the Boston News 


of the world’s wonders,” says 


Bureau. “A great banker tells me American loans to Euro- 
“Our 


monthly trade balances average $40,000,000 to $50,000,000. Gold 


pean borrowers approximate $125,000,000,” he continues. 


holdings of the United States treasury bulk $1,200,000,000, ex- 
Bank of and the Bank of 
Within the 


farmers will take out of the earth crops worth $8,500,000,000, 


ceeding those of the England 


France combined. next few months American 


and perhaps much more. Such are the: stupendous factors 


which, though for a time obscured by politics, ‘strikes and 


talk of bad business, have beneath the surface of things been 
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working quietly but irresistibly in favor of better prices. They 
are forces which ultimately insure an uplift in trade and 
good times in Wall Street.” 

The country at large is not so desperately concerned re- 
garding conditions in Wall Street, but it is rather comforting 
to read so accurate and so pleasant a general forecast. In 
the telephone field every manufacturer and dealer with whom 
TELEPHONY’s representatives have talked reports big business 
Many are so rushed with orders that it has al- 
ready become a problem of how to handle them. If bad times 
really have had us by the throat, which some of us are inclined 
to doubt, they have now let go and nothing but prosperity and 


the biggest year ever known looms up ahead. 


under way. 


A Word as to “The Outlook.” 

This has no reference to our esteemed fellow citizen, Colonel 
Roosevelt, nor to his medium of publicity presided over by 
Dr. Abbott. “The Outlook” in question is the address made 
by President Savage, of the National Independent Telephone 
The asso- 





Association, at the recent convention in Chicago. 
ciation, in compliance with a resolution adopted at that meeting, 
has had Mr. Savage’s remarks printed in a neat, pocket-size, 
paper-bound booklet. It is ready to mail these, as long as the 
edition holds out, to all inquirers. 

Every telephone operator who was not privileged to hear 
Mr. Savage deliver this notable address,,or who has been so 
unfortunate as to have failed to read it in TELEPHONY, should 
send for a copy. Read it carefully. It is a thoughtful, care- 
fully studied survey of the past and forecast of the future 
with which it behooves every man to become familiar. The 
association’s headquarters are in the McCormick Building, 


Chicago. 





An Appreciation of Work of Trade Journal. 

It is none too often that a genuine appreciation of the work 
done by the technical press creeps into print. Men read these 
journals and undoubtedly recognize the fact that they serve 
a real live need of the day, but they seldom say so out loud. 
For that reason, the following, from the pages of the Manu- 
facturers’ News, published in Chicago, makes excellent read- 
ing: 

The farmer has made remarkable progress in business 
methods during the past fifty years, especially in the breed- 
ing and successful management of live stock. His progress 
is coincident with the growth and circulation of the agri- 
cultural publications, which bring him full information 
regarding the methods and discoveries of the most success- 
ful men in his line of business. 

The engineer obtains in the college or university only 
an academic foundation for his career. He has to continue 
a perpetual “post graduate course” by studying the tech- 
nical journals in his line of work, which bring him the 
results obtained by the most successful men in his pro- 
fession. 

Trade and technical publications have not had credit 
for the work they have done in promoting the progress 
of the country. One man can originate but little in his 
line of work, and many originate nothing. By personal 
contact and association with other men in his line, the 
superintendent or foreman. or the man interested in any 
line of production, gathers experience which makes his 
work more valuable. The well managed technical journal 
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keeps the man who reads it in constant touch with the 
original work and the new ideas of all the men in its 
field. The foreman or superintendent who cannot origi- 
nate anything himself may be the most progressive and 
successful man in his field, because he is able to sift and 
apply in his work the discoveries and progress of others. 
The trade and technical journal promotes and intensifies 
that form of competition which has created the com- 
merce and industries of the world. It turns on the light 
and enables the employer to weigh more accurately the 
results achieved by his employes. The standard of eff- 
ciency is constantly raised. The methods of ten or twenty 
years ago are out of date if everybody knows of better 
methods; and the technical or trade publication helps 
everybody in knowing. 
The chief concern of the editors of TELEPHONY is to print 


the kind of matter which its readers want—the kind that 
will help them, the kind that will keep them informed of 
progress in the telephone art all over the world, but par- 
To that end, 


If you are 


ticularly at home, the kind that will entertain. 
they always welcome criticism and suggestion. 
not getting what you think you should have, as a subscriber 
to thi$ paper, tell us about it and give us an opportunity to 


meet your views. 





An outraged soul in Chicago this week swore out a warrant 
for the arrest of the weather man on the charge of delivering 
a blizsard on the first day of spring. This is a dangerous 
thing to do. Now we may have no weather at all. But, cheér 
up, the merry construction gang will soon be on its way in 


spite of weather men and their work. 





Don’t Write—Use the Telephone! 

The venerable counsel, known as the father, of the sugar 
trust, John E. Parsons, who is now facing criminal prosecu- 
tion by the government on the charge of conspiring. with other 
officers and directors of the trust to restrain interstate trade 
and commerce, would not now be in so desperate a predicament 
had it not been for his old-fashioned antipathy to the tele- 
phone. 

“Mr. Parsons would never permit a telephone to be installed 


in his office,” say the news dispatches. “As a result, every 


» time he had occasion to advise his clients as to the next move 


to be made in the transaction whereby the sugar trust, of 
which he was a director as well as general counsel, gobbled 
up its most promising rival, he either wrote with his own 
hand or dictated to a stenographer a letter to Havemeyer or 
some other person connected directly with the deal.” 

United States Attorney Wise says that, had it not been for 
Mr. Parsons’ habit of putting all communications in writing, 
he would have had much difficulty in presenting a strong case 
against Parsons and his fellow directors in connection with 
the scheme to wrest control of the Pennsylvania Refinery Co. 
from Adolph Segal, its former owner. 

The telephone, therefore, adds to its already long list of 
advantages that of a reasonable degree of secrecy in business 
dealings. At least the spoken word vanishes the instant the 
sound waves die away and may not be kept on file by indiscreet 
persons, to be later dragged into the light of the law. 

MORAL: (As Kelsey would say) Don’t write—use the tele- 


phone! Particularly if you are engaged in a questionable 


enterprise. 

















What Telephone Competition Saves La Crosse, Wisconsin 


Detailed Analysis of Conditions in That City, Where Independent and Bell Compete, Compared With Those in 
Eau Claire, Where Bell Has a Monopoly, Shows Actual Net Saving to La Crosse 
Patrons of Both Companies of About $24,000 a Year. 


Two La Crosse, Wis., daily papers, in recent issues, have 
presented a compilation of figures which are most impressive 
as showing what competition has actually accomplished in 
that city in the way of saving money to telephone users. In 
La Crosse the La Crosse (Independent) Telephone Co. and 


“Recently there was contemplated a plan to merge the La 
Crosse Telephone Co. (Independent) and the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co. (the trust),” says the explanation accompanying 
the statistics. “The incident occasioned much public discussion, 
sentiment. appearing to be against the idea, and the merger 








two-party service. 





COMPARATIVE FIGURES ON RENTALS UNDER COMPETITION AND UNDER MONOPOLY 


LaCrosse _ Bell 
Kind of service— telephones telephones 

One party DUGHIEES . 5o.6.s sciicicccadcccsisves 270 212 
I I I io ds cs ctcciuesnewsene 62 30 
FOU party DUSINESS. ..656 0s ccd cscessas 462 301 
I I gas. cs cana eeaeececaes 48 44 
CR I HE oo onic cccdecevedanes 48 46 
TWO QOTty CORIGOMES oo. .occcccccsccccves 168 6 
Four patty resideace ........0.c0sccseccccc 2,455 1,185 
Extension residence ..........0...ccceee 71 9 
CR 5 .daeo Vadiaoa caw pocacnwde wea, Ae satace 
EE EE kths> bandidcwnediubonxina’ so 6 
| ee ee. eC Tr 131 —. 
ES ee ee ee 16 15 
Telephone Co. and employes............ 31 ene 
BM. sainare bua nia cleeioncaletn ars aarnearteagiete 2 81 

3,922 1,935 


*Note—Bell, where it has monopoly, does not give a four- 
party service, and these patrons would have to take the 


Total amount 


now paid both Totals in La 


Rates in La companies in Bell rates at Crosse at Eau 
Crosse La Crosse Eau Claire Claire rates 
$3.00 $1,446.00 $4.00 $1,928.00 
2.50 230.00 3.00 276.00 
2.00 1,426.00 (*see note) 2,289.00 
1.00- .75 81.00 75 69.00 
2.00 188.00 2.00 188.00 
1.50 261.00 1.50 261.00 
1.00 3,640.00 (*See note) 5,460.00 
.50 40.00 50 40.00 
50 10.00 (*See note) 30.00 
3.00-2.50 105.00 4.00 144.00 
1.00 131.00 1.00 131.00 
1.25-1.50 241.00 1.50 286.00 

$7,799.00 $11,102.00 


Total amt. per 
month with- 
out compe- 

tition. 


Total amt. per 
mo. with com- 
petition. 








the Wisconsin (Bell) Telephone Co. compete for business. For 
purposes of comparison the city of Eau Claire was selected. 
There the Bell has a monopoly. 

The La Crosse company has 3,922 telephones, as against the 
Bell company’s 1,935, a total of 5,857. 

The results, figuring every class of service given subscribers 
of both companies in La Crosse at the rates paid by telephone 
subscribers in Eau Claire, show that the former effect an ac- 
tual saving of over $3,000 per month. From this is deducted 
the amount paid for duplicate service except in those cases 
where the subscribers would, in any event, have two telephones. 
This leaves a net saving of approximately $2,000 per month, 
or just under $24,000 per year. 

The figures showing the method of calculation are given in 
the first table; in the second are those on duplication. 


was not consummated. We now offer the La Crosse public 
the first analytical comparison of conditions as they now are 
and as they would be under the Bell company alone, showing 
approximately the saving to patrons. 

“In the first table the Bell rates at. Eau Claire, where it has 
no competition, are taken as the rates they would establish 
here should they secure a monopoly in La Crosse. This is 
fair, as these rates are the rates adopted in all towns about tlie 
size of La Crosse in which the Bell company has the field 
alone.” 

Discussing duplication, the article continues: “The claim is 
made by those who favor a monopoly that, where there are 
competing companies, the necessary duplication of telephones 
by patrons who must get the maximum service costs these 
patrons much more than enough to make up for the higher 











METHOD OF ELIMINATING DUPLICATE TELEPHONES FROM CALCULATIONS 


Less (per ex- 

Total Dupli- planation) 
Cates Total 
Single line business........... 204 50 
Party line business........... 250 100 
Single line residence......... 16 ; ea 
Party line residence.......... 228 60 
MN ot Sx ein adews 000 o's 698 210 


Amt. to deduct 


Number to de- Bell Eau Claire for duplicates per 


duct rates per month month 
154 @ $4.00 $ 616.00 
150 @ 3.00 450.00 
16 @ 2.00 32.00 
168 @ 1.50 252.00 
488 $1,350.00 
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This is not true. A 
and deducting 


charge always fixed by the monopoly. 
tabulation showing the inevitable duplications, 
offsets to that duplication, is here given.” 

“The record,” it goes on, “shows 204 actual duplications of 
single line telephones, from which we deduct, upon a conserva- 
tive estimate, fifty patrons who, with or without competition, 
would have two lines in order to take care of their numerous 
business calls. This leaves 154 actual duplications of single line 
telephones that would be eliminated by a monopoly. 

“The record shows 250 party line business telephones and 
228 party line residence telephones existing. From these du- 
plications of party lines we deduct 100 from the business and 
sixty from the residence, because there would be that number 
of these patrons of party lines who, under a monopoly, would 
use instead of the two party line telephones one single line 
telephone, paying the same price for the one single line that 
they had paid for the two party lines. Obviously, these should 
be deducted, as they do not affect the total price paid for tele- 
phone service in the community.” 
following summary of the actual 
saving to the people of La Crosse by reason of their having, 
instead of a monopoly, a competitive telephone service: 
Amount per month at Eau Claire rates............. $11,102.00 
Amount per month at competitive rates............. 7,799.00 


There is then given the 


Total saving with duplicate telephones:......... $ 3,303.00 
Deduct amount paid for duplicate Ee ee 1,350.00 
eee ee OEP MUOID nc. k oa ss 5 oe Rab bd ca Be ccdc eee $ 1,953.00 
SEE EEE OE EP EOE CTE TEE 23,436.00 

There have been many arguments advanced in favor of com- 
petition as against monopoly, from the standpoint of the tele- 
phone user, but none more effective and unanswerable than this. 





More on the Psychology Test for Operators. 
This paper printed last week an editorial referring to 


the concentration test applied to switchboard operators 






’ Withdraw, Offer, 

n| The mijority (nd dissenting reports 
4 commission were submitted to th 
mhy a s office penne, ad Afternoon s00 


ter L§urence Minot,: representing th j 
ard A notified the muyor titat if th 
*s offer of $250,007 is natyecent 
- NG * pereerfaton nde for’the ex- 
nei rlingto — t before Bpr 
2, it he withd 
There is Vey iter tive. however, Mr, 
Minot dys Tet if t ppropriftion tor 
the extension should come lable 
some Rter time he ey bd. a to 


commend to the mplirdyd co- 
te with the me. 


ner 

fra o such xtent cm ~ wee 
t a t time aA 

tribute to the “s t ng e ean te 
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Specimen of Part of Column Used in Test. 


by Prof. Munsterberg, the eminent psychologist. This 
test, it will be recalled, was the crossing out of the letter 
“a” wherever it occurred in several columns of newspaper 
matter. As stated, the test was an interesting one. Some 
would skip the right letter, some would cross out others; 
with some the power of concentration increased as the 
test progressed from one column to another; with others 
it decreased. TELEPHONY is now able to present a por- 
tion of one of the test papers, which appeared in the 
Boston Herald. 
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Leavenworth Independent Absorbs Bell. 

The Peoples Home Telephone Co. of Leavenworth, Kans., 
has completed arrangements to absorb the local system 
of the Bell company. This announcement has been made 
by L. R. Parker, of Aurora, Kans., secretary of the Home. 

Home interests are said to have conferred with Mayor 
Doege and the commissioners and to have reached an 
agreement as to the terms of a new franchise. 

The Bell is said to have about 2,400 subscribers in 
Leavenworth and the Home 2,100. The merger will make 
for more efficient service it is declared, both local and 
long distance. The Bell has six toll lines to Kansas City 
and the Home four. It has not been announced what 
building will be occupied, nor has it been decided as to 
who will become manager of the united company. It is 
understood, however, that H. M. Griffith, present manager 
of the Home company, will be manager of the new com- 
pany. 





Battle Creek to Use Independent Exclusively. 

The Michigan State (Bell) Telephone Co. evidently 
did not take seriously the proposition recently put to it 
of confining the general telephone use to one company 
and made no particular effort to see that its service would 
be the one retained. The Citizens Independent, however, 
went after the business and will probably get it. 

The business men have agreed to patronize the Citizens 
alone after May 1 and, already many new contracts 
have been made with that concern. 

Practically all the merchants have signed an agreement 
to do away with the Bell service. Now the idea has 
spread to the country, several township meetings have 
been called with the purpose in view of replacing Bell 
telephones with the Independent. 

The Battle Creek Citizens is closely affiliated with the 
Citizens, of Grand Rapids, where the stock is largely held. 





Huntingdon Company in Pennsylvania Merger. 

The Huntingdon & Clearfield Telephone Co., which held 
off several months on the proposition to reorganize the 
Independent telephone companies of several states under 
the name of the North American Telephone & ‘Telegraph 
Co., will probably enter the combine as a corporation, 
although everything is not yet ratified by a number of 
individuals heavily interested. John W. Garland, who 
is working out the details of the merger for the British 
capitalists, is now in England looking after the financial 
details there. When the merger goes into effect the 
lines of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. will be used for 
long distance service. 





Independent Operations Stimulate Bell. 

The operations of the Tehama County Telephone Co., 
which has headquarters at Red Bluff, Cal., and which is 
rapidly covering the county with Independent lines, have 
brought about a remarkable activity on the part of the 
Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. The latter 
is now engaged in duplicating the lines of the Tehama 
County concern and in reaching out into fields which the 
Independent has not yet reached. A recent news dispatch 
states that there is hardly a point in the county which 
cannot now be reached by one or other of the com- 
panies. 


Lincoln Takes Over Johnson County Company. 
Stockholders of the Johnson County Telephone Co., 
of Tecumseh, Neb., have agreed upon a proposition from 
the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. to absorb their 
properties in Tecumseh, Adams, Sterling, Cook, Graf, 
Elk Creek and Vesta. 




















The Ways of the Trust 


Its Trials and Tribulations— Its Internal Troubles— Its Devious Sales Methods—lts Horror of Merit 


By J. C. Kelsey 


A trust went bump last week. \Vhile it was but a baby trust 
it was a very precocious one. 

Strange as it may seem, the object of this baby trust was 
a vacuum cleaner monopoly. 

Today the only vacuum remaining is the dull, aching void 
in the pockets of the stockholders who bought this stock be- 
cause it was highly recommended by La Salle Street. 

The place of all the places not to go for advice on the 
value of stocks is La Salle Street. 

The real of this vacuum cleaner trust is McCrum- 
Howell Co. 

Today a receiver is busily hunting enough available assets 


name 


to pay a few pressing bills. 
It is the old story of a treasury full of stock, a visionary 
promoter and an exchange of securities. 


They used to say that Jay Gould ran a printing press in 
connection with the Erie Railroad. There was a great deal 
of stock and it was worth nothing, too. 

Vacuum cleaner might have saved someone the disagree- 
able duty of keeping stock books straight. 

No one really and truly knows what the vacuum cleaner 
trust capitalized. Surely not air. Vacuum trusts can contem- 
plate air but as an enemy. What then could they capitalize 
but the promoter’s hopes? 

When the Booth fish trust went the way of trusts, the 
banks learned to their sorrow that among its assets were the 
uncaught and unborn fish of the sea. 

I presume the vacuum trust simply capitalized the dust 
which may at some future time gather in your house and 
mine. 

Really you should “count ten” before you invest a dollar 
in a trust. 

There is no doubt that the utter respectability of the vac- 
uum cleaner crowd appealed to La Salle Street. 

The president neither drank or smoked nor did he swear. 
Rumor says he was once a member of the Rockefeller Sun- 
day Schoo! class. 

It takes something besides respectability and smugness to 
run a successful business. 

But it goes a long way with banks, and is particularly 
pleasing to stockholders. 

It even deceived a firm of accountants which, only a few 
weeks before found everything in ship shape. 

Financial houses will do well to study a little more techni- 
cal detail in connection with their business. 

I once was on an examination of a business which, by my 
figures, showed a loss of $300,000 a year. A firm of account- 
ants found $900,000 yearly profits. But I was right. 

Trusts do have their troubles in other places. 

The sugar trust is having its own troubles. Lawyers grabbed 
off $5,000,000 in fees for defending ‘the craven wretches who 
were caught cheating the government which gave them birth. 

Why is it that bountiful nature sometimes leads into de- 
generacy? 

Why is it that the sugar trust, so bountifully endowed by 


our government, did not find the straight and narrow path 
the best? 

Degeneracy does not seem to spring from necessity. It 
seems mostly a product of extravagance. 

One never thinks of robbing or mistreating his mother. Yet 
none has excelled the sugar trust in the ungrateful treatment 
of its government mother. 

Why do some of these institutions prefer to lie, cheat and 
steal? Surely it is not necessary in a business way. 

According to public conception, a trust has such a cinch 
that even the straight and honest pathway could not hold 
nor keep down its earnings. 

It looks to me as though most trusts are merely four-flush- 
ing. They are desperate because they cannot succeed honestly. 

Why does finance demand a monopoly with all its devious 
courses and its danger of prison sentence, when it can have 
its free and happy field of meritorious competition? It is 
hard to say. 

Nearly every monopolistic concern has vigorously dodged a 
merit contest. They are afraid of merit and will not face it 
voluntarily. 

Instead of arguing on merit, the trust employes use all de- 
vices in the sale of their product—force, bluff and bunk. 








Why is it that nearly every form of monopoly is on trial 
for its life? There seems to be no exception to the case. 

Is it wholly political, or is it merely the forerunner of eco- 
nomic failure? 

The packers, for instance, have had to submit to a jury trial. 
They have shifted and side-stepped, but to no purpose. They 
will have to bow to the opinion of their peers. 

Who says we have made no progress? 





Around New York it is a matter of common knowledge that 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. after its acquisition 
of the Western Union Telegraph Co. ordered a $7,000,000 
cable to be laid between America and England. 

Somehow some one forgot that England is as curious about 
new Atlantic cables as she is about the German navy. 

So England refused to allow this expensive cable to operate, 
because they had not even been given a permit to connect it 
to English soil. 

Evidently the Bell crowd believes in compulsory physical 
connection when it suits their advantage. 

Does it not seem convincing that inspiration has no part 
in the great corporate work of our country? 

One would think that a $7,000,000 construction deal would 
require some sort of a license. 

Men high in trust life can make just as many mistakes as 
the country harness maker. And a $7,000,000 mistake in a 
billion dollar company is just as ruinous as a small error in a 
small concern. 

Mere size reflects no unusual ability or power. 


There are other trust troubles for the wire concern. Ev- 
ery state and municipality seems to have it in for them. 

We hear now that the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co, will soon be dissolved—that in the future this company 
will only be a holding company—it will cease to be an operat- 


ing company. 
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The work of operation will be turned back to licensees or 
state divisions. And it will make them stronger, too. At 


least it will tend to reduce the terrible expense they have now. 

It will give them closer access to the state railway commis- 
sions and there will be fewer appeals taken. 

The selling methods of the telephone trust are in keeping 
with the general trust idea of avoiding discussions of merit. 

The New Haven railroad officials decided upon a selector 
for railway service, made by an Independent concern, after 
full and complete tests had been made and its superiority 
granted. 

The trust salesman said when he lost the deal that it would 
be shameful to have Theodore Vail, as a director of the New 
Haven road, know that his road had adopted another selector. 

And rumor further says that great capitalistic influences 
put in many valuable hours trying to make the railroad offi- 
cials reject the Independent selector and put the trust se- 
lector in its place regardless of merit. 

Where was merit? Nowhere! 

—4— 

Another case involves the Katy railroad whose officials de- 
cided upon an Independent selector and Independent tele- 
phones. 

The president of that road was even hauled over the coals 
and, needless to say, regardless of merit,. the trust selectors 
are working on the Katy railroad. 


One would think that these so-called great financial gods 
would not have time to fight over orders that would not 
exceed $10,000. But it seems that they do. 

In the ordinary telephone field the trust salesmen dare not 
rely on merit In no case has merit had a full test—they are 
afraid of it. 


Here is a sample of a letter discovered in connection with 
the sale of a telephone switchboard. 

Of course everything is fair in love and war and business. 
But it is a mollycoddle system which works in such a feeble 
roundabout way. 

This country is America, supposed to be the land of the 
free. 








“We are making an endeavor, through our treasurer, to 
bring some pressure to bear on Mr. E———, who is one of 
the directors and an official in the X Telephone Co., and who 
is also an official in the ‘A’ Bank at X. 

“We are also trying to bring some pressure to bear upon 
Mr. F , who is with the ‘B’ bank at X. We are also 
endeavoring to find some line of influence that can be brought 
to bear upon Mr. G , of the ‘C’ company, who is also a 
stockholder, 

“Also do you know if Mr. G is any relative of our 
Mr. H——? If he is, we undoubtedly can get a line of in- 
fluence through Mr. H at his office.” 

















Not a word about merit. Pull, and more pull. 

Needless to say, merit did get the job, and the trust factory 
did not get it. 

I never was on a sales job in my life that the trust fac- 
tory as a competitor did not deluge the bankers of that par- 
ticular locality with telegrams and telephone messages from 
other bankers “bringing pressure to bear.” 

But never one line about merit. 

How long can a trust impose upon bankers and “bring pres- 
sure to bear?” 


How long will such pressure be pressure? And when such 


pressure is lost forever what will happen to the rudderless 
company ? 
It is not fair to work such a system of pressure. 


It is 
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principally unfair to the originators of the pressure, because 
they always lose. 

The biggest mistake the Bell trust ever made was to throw 
its trust factory open to the public. The public did not bite. 
It cost the Bell a great loss of respect. And it costs them 
today nearly 95 per cent. of their grief. 

The Bell company should cancel its licensee contracts and 
make its factory fight on merit. 

In that way alone will it survive. Only the fittest do that. 
And fitness only comes from severe training. 


A company which spends thousands upon advertising, tele- 
grams and telephone calls in the act of selling a few paltry 
dollars’ worth of merchandise is cheating itself. 

Extravagant habits and good salesmen are never compatible 
long. Let the trust factory do its own work and use its own 
strength. 


Why did the general manager of the Western Union feel it 
necessary for him to write the various railway telegraph su- 
perintendents and ask them to patronize the Western Electric 
Co.? 

How much more enduring would the trust be if the super- 
intendents bought trust selectors, because they thought them 
the best from test! 

Why do they require so much effort on the part of every- 
body except themselves? 

Surely some one should be alarmed. 


The trust factory has had a monopoly for thirty years. Yet the 
Chicago Telephone Co. is pleading for higher rates because it 
costs too much to maintain transmitters and receivers which 
are sent back to the trust factory every three and a half years. 

Think of being in business over thirty years and neglecting 
harmonic selective ringing and dozens of commercial devices 
freely used by the entire world! 

Some day the Bell crowd will wake up. 

If there is the least degree of good faith in the Bell propo- 
sition of a constructive program they will not delay action 
long. 

Throw your factory out into the cold world and let it shift 
for itself. Stop your mollycoddle treatment and harden this 
child so that it may reasonably hope for long life. 

Either throw your factory onto the tender mercies of the 
world or withdraw it into its proper shell. 

Even though the licensee officials are Bell men and know 
nothing better, every Independent factory would rejoice be- 
cause merit would at last have a chance. 

Today the trust factory is the best telephone and telegraph 
customer of its fond parent.. It spends enough money on a 
$2,000 job to frighten one. 

Why should a few men go all the way to New York to 
talk over a job which shows no hope of profit to the trust? 

Why should the big officials drop their work and spend their 
time trying to deceive a customer on a transmitter test? 


Really it savors of comic opera to see the antics of the 
Bell crowd during a sale of apparatus. 

It almost makes one think that the principal purpose of the 
Bell company is to sell merchandise instead of giving telephone 
service. 

Why not go into the operating of telephones exclusively? 
That is where your profit lies, Mr. Bell Trust! 

What good does it do you to threaten a telephone man if he 
does not buy a trust factory board? 

After you force he returns many times its value in damage 
to you. 











March 23, 1912. 


Penny wise and pound foolish! 

That is the trust factory selling program. 

If Theodore N. Vail thinks that he did a clever thing in 
throwing open the trust factory, he has another guess coming. 
He made a big blunder—and he surely realizes it now. 


Look at the jocular feature of a trust factory selling over 
$60,000,000 worth of merchandise every year trying to bluff a 
paltry half million out of the Independent field! 

I doubt very much if that amount of real Independent busi- 
ness is secured. What they call Independent is not what any- 
one else calls it. 

Their campaign for Independent sales has been the biggest 
fiasco in years, 

It all gets back to the theory of serving two masters. You 
will love one and hate the other. 


Why should the Bell company encourage competition against 
itself? Especially when it is so strongly on record for one 
telephone system. 

Such gigantic cross purposes are not even logical. 

The fair thing to do is to cancel the licensee contracts and 
allow them to buy in the open market. 

Then the trust factory could hold up its head and feel for 
the first time in its life that its bread was earned by the sweat 
of its brow. 

And there is great satisfaction in that feeling, too. 


That apologetic feeling would disappear and their represen- 
tatives could rejoice in a new manhood. 

The system of semi-open field selling at present in vogue is 
pernicious and double acting. Every delay in correcting this 
great evil means that much greater disaster later. 


The Bell company will also gain considerably if it faces 
the compulsory physical connection cases squarely. 

We have on hand now the La Crosse case before the Wiscon- 
sin commission; Grand Lodge, before the Michigan commis- 
sion: Hamilton, before the Ohio commission. 

In all three cases the Bell people will appeal to a higher 
court. They positively will not fight on the merits of the 
case. 


MORAL :—Merit alone governs industrial survival. 


Illinois Clearing Company Increases Capital. 

The stockholders of the Independent Toll Clearing Co., of 
Illinois, have voted to increase the capital stock of the 
organization from $2,500 to $5,000, the additional shares to be 
so placed as to extend the holdings in the clearing house 
among the Independent companies in the state which are not 
now members. This step was taken pursuant to the generally 
expressed opinion on the matter, following a discussion dur- 
ing the recent annual convention of the state association, at 
Peoria. 

At a clearing house meeting, which was held in Springfield. 
a resolution was also passed suggesting the adoption of a 
- supplementary contract designed to make uniform all toll con- 
tracts. It was agreed that any existing irregularities should 
be thus made regular, thereby promoting the smoothness of 
operation of the clearing house. This feature has, in the 
past, interfered materially with the handling of business. A 
resolution was also adopted thanking the manufacturers and 
supply men, who have lent substantial support to the enter- 
prise. 

The clearing house may now be considered to be fairly 
on its feet and in excellent condition. Its membership will 
be rapidly increased as the benefits to be derived become 
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more and more apparent. All the difficulties which had to 
be met and overcome in its establishment, and they were not 
few, have now been met, a gratifying thing to the men who 
have given of liberally their time and money to bring this 
result about. 

Rate books, containing the toll charges for the state of 
Illinois, are now complete and are ready for distribution. 

Among those present at this meeting were Fred A. Dolph, 
Ed. D. Glandon, T. C. Ainsworth, Ed. D. Boynton, A. F. 
Loehr, A. T. Vaniman, B. E. Converse, F. M. Springer, George 
H. Crandall, L. F. Hyneman, C. H. Hood, J. W. Collins, C. 
M. Erwin, H. I. De Turk and H. B. Gilmore, manager of 
the clearing company. 





Chicago Council Goes on Record in Tunnel Matter. 

The Chicago city council, at its meeting Tuesday evening, 
adopted a sort of compromise resolution in the matter of the 
Illinois Tunnel Co., which operates the Independent system 
in that city. 

The committee on gas, oil and electric light, as reported 
in TELEPHONY, had prepared a resolution declaring the com- 
pany’s franchise forfeited, alleging that it had not complied 
with the requirements of its grant. This was not adopted by 
the council, however, which instead referred to the finance 
committee a resolution providing for an appropriation to 
investigate the conditions on June 1, 1911. 

The resolution passed this week, after a hot debate, asserted 
that the city “has received information that the Illinois Tun- 
nel Co. did not, on June 2, 1911, have in operation a tele- 
phone system serving 20,000 bona fide subscribers, as required 
by said ordinance of June 28, 1909, and has reason to believe 
such information to be true, and proposes to further investi- 
gate said question and take such action as it may deem 
advisable in respect to forfeiture of both the company’s 
franchise and plant and equipment.” 

The corporation counsel in the same resolution was directed 
to have this opinion read at the proposed sale of the com- 
pany’s property, on March 25, by the district court. 


To Install Trial “Push Button” Device. 

One hundred subscribers of the Chicago Telephone Co., who 
now have the nickel-first, or “tick-tick” telephones, and who 
have complained of the service given, have been asked to 
permit the installation of the emergency push button, which 
the company says will give the subscriber connection with 
the operator without first dropping a coin or slug. If these 
subscribers find that the device does away with their objec- 
tions, the city may allow the company to install it on all 
nickel-first instruments now in service, instead of compelling 
their removal, in accordance with the ordinance recently 
passed. 








Would Nullify Tacoma Independent Franchise. 

The city council of Tacoma, Wash., is preparing to 
take action declaring the franchise of the Independent 
company there (the properties of which were recently 
absorbed by the Pacific Bell), null and void. The council 
believes that the purchase was made by the Bell interests 
largely to secure the benefits of the Home franchise. It 
is held that the deal has violated portions of the franchise 
and that it should be declared forfeited. 


Says Postal Will Build in Northern Minnesota. 

A. L. Bigelow, superintendent of the Ashland Home 
Telephone Co., Ashland, Wis., announces that arrange- 
ments have been completed whereby automatic system 
will soon be installed at Ashland. He states that the 
Postal Telephone-Cable Co. will build lines to Ashland, 
Superior, Duluth and other northern points. 
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Attend the Iowa Convention! 

In an announcement sent to TELEPHONY this week, W. J. 
Thill, secretary of the lowa Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, declares that the annual meeting, to be held in the 
Coliseum, at Des Moines next week, is to be a “meeting 
of telephone men for the good of the telephone business.” 
It is certainly to be a meeting that no telephone man in 
the state, or near it, can afford to miss. 

The committee on arrangements has been fortunate 
enough to secure the attendance of C. N. Cadby, inspector 
of telephone and electrical service for the Wisconsin Rail- 
road Commission, who will give a lecture, illustrated with 
lantern slides, on the work of that body. It is also hoped 
that an expert telephone accountant will be present, who 
will take up the matter of the system of accounting which 
the Interstate Commerce Commission will presently de- 
mand of all telephone companies under its jurisdiction. 

Manford Savage, of Champaign, Ill, president of the 
national association, has promised to address the conven- 
tion—a guaranty that a thoughtful presentation will be 
made of the topics of the day. A technical and practical 
conference, with a question box, will be conducted Wednes- 
day afternoon, at which many questions of first importance 
to telephone managers will be handled and the views of 
practical men will be exchanged. By way of amusement, 
the committee has provided a theatre party on Tuesday 
evening. 

The exhibits are to be the most extensive ever shown 
at a convention in Iowa, judging by the list of space reserva- 
tions already made and the indications which the manufac- 
turers and dealers have given of the nature of their displays. 
The list of exhibitors, as compiled up to the middle of this 
week, includes the following: 

American Elect. Mfg. Co., Chicago; Stromberg-Carlson 
Mfg. Co., Rochester; Frank B. Cook, Chicago; B. F. Swan- 
son Typewriter Co., Des Moines; J. B. Terry Co., Cedar 
Rapids; Monarch Tel. Mfg. Co., Ft. Dodge; Dalton Adding 
Mach. Co., Des Moines; Downing Elect. Co., Des Moines; 
Cracraft-Leich Co., Genoa, Ill.; Electric Appl. Co., Chicago; 
Kellogg. Swbd, & Sup. Co., Chicago; Nungesser Elect. Bat. 
Co., Cleveland; Dean Elect. Co., Elyria, O.; Minerallac Elec. 
Co., Chicago; Burroughs Adding Mach. Co., Des Moines; 
American Tel. Appl. Co., Chicago; Illinois Elect. Co., Chica- 


go; Jenkins Co., Motorcycles, Des Moines; National Carbon 


Co., Cleveland; Homer Roberts Mfg. Co., Chicago; Stand- 
ard Earth Auger Co., Chicago; Belden Mfg. Co., Chicago; 
Schutz Mfg. Co., Chicago; Louis M. Pignolet, New York; 
National Tel. Sup. Co., Cleveland; R. S. Mueller, Cleveland; 
Blackburn Spec. Co., Cleveland; Morse Tree Insulator Co., 
Cleveland; Telephone Fire Ins. Exch., Cleveland; Pyrene 
Fige .Extinguisher, Cleveland; Krips-Wright Co., Philadel- 
phia;, Specialty Device Co., Cincinnati; Frederick Drake & 


, €o,, Chicago; American Correspondence School, Chicago; 
.-Phono Print Co., Defiance, Ohio; Iwan Bros, South Bend; 
Elect. Spec. Co., Cedar Rapids; Winona Lightning Arrester 


Co., Winona; Minn.; Vote Berger Co., La Crosse, Wis.; 
Wasson Reel-Co., Clinton, Ill.; Chance Mfg. Co., Centralia, 
Mo.; Boyd Mfg. Co., Rockville, Ind.; Benjamin Elect. Co., 
Chicago; Tri-City Elect. Sup. Co., Davenport; Leona Lin- 
den Acctg. System, Lewiston, Minn.; Gannett Elect. Co., 
Providence, R. I. 

Remember the date, March 26, 27, 28—next week—and be 
sure to attend. 


Pacific Bell Lowers Long Distance Rates. 

As a result of three months’ negotiation and consulta- 
tion with the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., the Sac- 
ramento, Cal., Merchants & Manufacturers’ Traffic Ass’n 
has succeeded in obtaining a marked reduction in the long 
distance telephone tolls between Sacramento and _ central 
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and superior California points—an important .concession. 
The reduction was effected only after the association had 
proven conclusively the justifiability of its claims and had 
shown the unusual possibilities for increased patronage. 
The new rate schedule, that became effective recently, is 
as follows: 


Present rate New rate 

One Add. One Add. 

To Min. Min. Min. Min. 
PEED ‘cocnrace dena $ .40 15 .30 15 
ARE Tyee .20 35 15 
SD £6 wires ea oe ead .40 15 35 15 
OS enn ere 25 10 20 10 
IN on ois veoh o's Sate 1.00 50 .85 .40 
Grass. Valley ...:.... .40 15 36 15 
ED le dis abd mne awe .40 15 35 15 
a ee 1.00 .50 75 35 
en erm 35 .60 30 
Nevada City ..<.s..0. 40 15 35 15 
3 eee 50 .20 40 .20 
mee BWR .csiccccccs, 38 35 65 .30 
Watsonville .......%: 1.00 50 65 .30 
ME se ee 2 50 20 45 20 





Important Expropriation Act Pending in Ontario. 

Power to expropriate any telephone system within their 
boundaries is given to municipalities by an important amend- 
ment to the Ontario Telephone Act to be dealt with by the 
legislature this session. The clause, which is expected to 
cause considerable discussion on the floor of the house, 
opens the way for public ownership of telephones on a 
scale that has not before been possible. 

The provision for expropriation is contained in the gen- 
eral act received from the statute revision commission. It 
combines the old Ontario telephone act and the municipal 
telephone act of 1908, the latter being incorporated as a 
separate section. The old act gave municipal corporations 
power to construct, purchase or lease telephone systems, 
but in municipalities where a private company was doing 
a good business and was not disposed to sell, the act was of 
little use in encouraging the establishment of publicly-owned 
systems. The municipal telephone act, which followed in 
1908, provided for a group of residents securing a system 
through the council, the cost to be assessed upon those ini- 
tiating it, and not upon the residents of the municipality as 
a whole. et ae 

Under the new clause, a municipality establishing a sys- 
tem may expropriate any of these systems just as it may ex- 
propriate the system of a private company. The right 
to expropriate is not conferred upon the corporation of a 
county, the clause being amended to make an exception in 
this regard. 





To Tax Wire Companies in Nova Scotia. 

Under the provisions of an act to supplement the rev- 
enues of the Crown in the province of Novia Scotia, tele- 
graph companies may hereafter have to pay one-tenth of 
1 per cent. on the total amount invested in the province. 
The measure has been introduced in’ the legislature but 
has not yet become law, though it is likely to pass. Tele- 
phone companies are also to pay one-tenth of 1: per cent. 
on their paid-up capital. 





Report of Sale to Bell Erroneous. 

Press dispatches have stated that exchanges at MacDougall 
and Ovid, N. Y., has passed into the hands of the Bell 
company. This is flatly contradicted by Addison Baldridge, 
president of the MacDougall Telephone’ Co., who states that 
his concern, operating in MacDougall, Ovid and vicinity, is 
an Independent telephone company now and always will be. 














A Quartet of Men Prominent in the Telephone Field 


JAMES CEZANNE KELSEY, sales manager of Kel- 
logg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago, is also financial 
editor of, and special contributor to, TELEPHONY. Born 
at Leavenworth, Kans., May 18, 1872, Mr. Kelsey followed 
education with courses at two state 
universities, Minnesota 
and Kansas, obtaining 
degree of B. S. at latter 
in 1905. In 1906 and 
1907 he was building 
ower motors for the 
Emerson Elec. Mfg. Co., 
St. Louis; with Ft. 
Wayne Elec. Corp. un- 
til 1898, installing elec- 
tric light plants for com- 
pany and private con- 


his common school 





cerns. In May, 1898, 
went with Northwestern 
Bell, at Minneapolis. 
Later became power 
man and finally switch- 
board man there. Was 
superintendent of Du- 











luth Telephone Co. in 
1901 and 1902. Has ap- 
peared before  practi- 





cally every public serv- 
ice commission in the United States and Canada. He han- 
dled Keystone financing for Fisk & Robinson, New York. 
He is a member of International Electrical Congress, Chi- 
cago Assn. of Commerce, several clubs, and is a Mason and 


an Elk. 


FRANK E. EBERSOLE, general manager Houston 
(Texas) Home and chief engineer building plant at Que- 
bec, was born at Bowling Green, Ohio, January 27, 1871. 
He was educated in Fostoria schools and academy. In 
1886 was occasional night relief in Bell exchange, at Fos- 
toria, Ohio. From 1889 
to 1894 was in newspa- 
per work. In 1895, man- 
ager Citizens company, 





Fostoria; in 1897 and 
1898 general electrical 
contract work. From 
1899 to 1901 build ex- 
changes at various 
points. Was made state 


superintendent UU. S&S. 
company, Everett-Moore 
syndicate, in fall, 1901; 
later superintendent 
both U. S. and Cuyaho- 
ga. In 1902 went to 
Dayton to install auto- 
matic; thence to Evans. 
ville, Ind. At Lincoln, 
Neb., in 1904, 1905 and 
1906, then to Portland, 
Maine, where he _ re- 
mained until 1909, when 
he went to Omaha. In 1910 began building of Houston, 
was called to Chicago to complete Illinois Tunnel Co. in- 
stallation. Now supervising Houston construction and 
building of big Quebec plant. Is an Elk; member of Illinois 
Athletic, South Shore and other~-clubs. 














WILLIAM L. MOELLERING, secretary and general 
manager of the Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., of 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., was born in that city October 15, 1857. 
Educated in public and St. Paul Lutheran schools and 
Concordia College, Ft. Wayne. At 19 engaged in retail 
drug business; retired 
in 1897 and spent a year 
on Pacific Coast. Re- 
turning in 1898, accepted 
present position, which 
he has held since. In 
1900 held same offices 
in National Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., oper- 
ating exchanges in In- 
diana, Ohio and Michi- 
gan. In 1906 Home took 
National over. Several 
years member of execu- 
tive committee Indiana 
association. Is _ presi- 
dent second state dis- 
trict. When he _ took 
over management. of 
Home company there 
were 1,200 subscribers, 
magneto system. Today 
7,000 are served by com- 
mon battery plant, with underground cable system. He or- 
ganized and managed for two years the Wayne Oil Tank Co. 
Was president of first building and loan association in city. 
Is director First Nat. Bank and Citizens Trust Co., and 
member Commercial Club. 

















H. E. BRADLEY, secretary of Eastern Traffic Assn., 
with offices at Philadelphia, was born at Coldwater, Mich., 
May 13, 1877. He was a telegrapher for a time and part 
owner of a local telegraph line. From 1897 to 1902 was 
connected with A. T. T. Co.’s New York offices in rate 
and routing  depart- 
ments, being chief clerk 
of latter at time of res- 





ignation. In 1902, with 
others, organized East- 


ern Traffic Assn. as 
clearing house for com- 
panies in Pennsylvania 
and adjoining _ states. 
First year’s business was 
$37,023 and covered sev- 
en companies. Annual 
tolls now ‘approximate 
$300,000 and association 
covers seven states. Mr. 
Bradley was active in or- 
ganizing Pennsylvania 
state association.in 1904, 
and was elected secre- 
tary, a position still held 
in the association, now 
known as the Eastern 
States, including New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. He has assisted in the 
organization of seven traffic associations, clearing houses 
and state associations. In April, 1909, Mr. Bradley organized 
the Independent Telephone Traffic Commission, of which he is 
chairman. 
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New York Bells’ New Commission Schedule. 


The revised schedule of commissions to public telephone . 


agents which the New York Telephone Co. announced 
effective March 15, provides a sliding scale instead of the 
former uniform commission of 10 per cent. The new 
schedule is as follows: 


1—On receipts for telephone messages from public 
telephones equipped with coin collecting instru- 
ments taking nickels, dimes and quarters: 
Where the receipts since the previous collection 
ED. ng. rc cnceks secencssoes 10% 
Where such receipts average over 50c. and not 
over $1.00 a day: 


ree Gree OE OO aio c kc caccsccecncesnss ee 10% 
And on the receipts in excess of 50c. a day...... 15% 
Where such receipts average over $1.00 a day: 
OE UD acco sc cieeinne hiis odloerienle 10% 
Me Ge ORM TS Gi .. acc ccccnccccsccess 15% 
On the receipts in excess of $1.00 a day ....... 20% 


2.—On receipts for telephone messages from pub- 
lic telephone not equipped with coin collecting 
devices and in connection with which the agent 
makes personal collections from patrons ........ 20% 





A Unique Christmas Tree. 

In a recent issue of the Bell Telephone News, Chicago, 
was a very interesting illustration of a unique Christmas 
tree or “cable” tree, which adorns a desk in one of the 
offices of the Chicago Telephone Co. It is made from a 











5 The Cable Tree. 


piece of 600 pair paper insulated lead covered cable. The 
effect produced by the mingling of the green, red, grey, 
blue and orange colors of the paper insulation of the wires 
can better be imagined than described. The illustration 
shows the appearance of the cable tree. 





fol. 62, No. 12. 


Comradeships of .the Telephone. 

There is perhaps no better example of how to find joy 
and not drudgery in the daily toil than the ways of some 
of the young women who have the telephone switchboards 
in charge, says a writer in the Christian Science Monitor. 
There is all the difference in the world between attacking 
work of this sort with a zest, determined to get out of it 
all legitimate and normal interest, and in looking at it as 
a mere grinding task. 

There is a great deal of this spirit of having a good time 
in the day’s work among the telephone operators. Stand- 
ing by a switchboard waiting for a call one sometimes 
hears an operator greet somebody with sudden cordiality. 
Noting the change of tone more than the words, from the 
business courtesy to the freedom of a friendly acquaint- 
ance, one finds that the operator is speaking to another 
young woman, let us say at the city hall. “Good morning, 
City Hall,” she says, and though there may follow an im- 
mediate demand of attention to her work, the little greet- 
ing flung across the wires makes the day pleasanter for 
both the girls. . 

These young women have thus a “speaking acquaint- 
ance” -with one another in a very literal way, and often an 
acquaintance that goes no further, They do not know each 
other’s names, till perhaps after a lapse of months. Cer- 
tainly neither knows for a long time mere of the other’s 
personality than the vocal intonation and the manner of 
greeting, the spirit in which her work is done. “City Hall” 
may be tall and thin or round and jolly. She may wear a 
big hat that makes her look like a mushroom, a close 
clipped grandmother’s cap or a mannish felt of the most 
businesslike aspect. The girls who greet her from afar 
may pass her again and again in the street unknowingly. 
Perhaps some of these friends by wire live on the same 
street, or even, in this reserved Boston, in the same apart- 
ment house, and never meet. 

Occasionally, however, it even may happen that such an 
unseen friend is recognized by a familiar voice when the 
two meet outside by chance. But often these telephone 
friends remain invisible, partly because the girls are too 
busy to look one another up and partly, too, because there 
is a certain charm about the detachment of this sort of 
social intercourse. 

The girls who have established the good morning custom 
with certain other girls whose voices invite friendliness in 
time come to exchange a good deal of pleasant girlish talk, 
telling each other of the things which they find interesting. 
Be sure they are as slow to form these over-wire alliances 
as if they were made at shorter range; for while distance 
may separate them the immediate connection with one’s 
ear, through the receiver constantly in place, is something 
one would not accord carelessly except to a tried friend. 

So the exchange of courtesies is usually limited to the 
good morning for a considerable time, till the quick-witted 
young women feel sure of one another. Indeed, what way 
of plumbing the depths of the thought of an acquaintance 
is more direct than to study the inflections of her voice, 
day in and day out? The girl whose voice always rings 
true, even if it is not always patient—and oh, victots#, when 
it is always patient—is the one whom all the other girls 
in time come to trust, and the good mornings crowd each 
other over her wire. 

It is a phrase indicating intimacy and influence if we say 
that one “has the ear”. of a great man. The telephone op- 
erator not only has the ear, but the voice of many of the 
notable folk of her community. She is not only “connect- 
ed with the best families,” but if she is observant she may 
learn to know the inmost nature of persons who are for 
her “vox et practerea nihil”—a voice and nothing but a 


voice. 


‘ 














Cases and Discussions Concerning Public Relations 


This Department Has Been Established as a Regular Weekly Review of Proceedings Before Courts, Commissions 
or Civic Bodies—Communications Relating to This Branch of Work are Invited from All 
Persons Interested in Past Cases, or Those to be Heard in the Future 


San Francisco Home Said Sold to Bell. 

The situation in San Francisco has been complicated by 
a declaration made this week by President Frick to the 
effect that the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. has 
bought the properties of the Bay Cities Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. at a price approximating nine million dollars. 
This deal has been made in the face of the pending vote 
on the matter of a municipal system and despite the with- 
holding of permission to merge by the board of supervisors. 


San Francisco Election to Be Held March 29. 

The San Francisco Election Commission has set March 
29 as the day for holding special election on the question 
of whether or not the city shall buy and operate the plant 
of the Bay Cities Home Telephone Co. The latter is 
desirous of selling to the Pacific Bell. The election is to 
be held in response to a petition bearing the number of 
signatures required by law. 








Anti-Merger Association at San Francisco. 

The Municipal Phone fand Anti-Merger Association, 
recently organized in San Francisco, has taken steps to 
launch a campaign for the purpose of not only preventing 
the merger of the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
with the Bay Cities Home Telephone Co., but for the 
purpose of paving the way to secure the purchase of the 
latter company by the city. 

Acting on the idea that the merger of the Pacific com- 
pany with the Home company in Tacoma and Seattle was 
in direct violation of the Sherman anti-trust act, a com- 
mittee has been appointed to petition the United States 
grand jury to indict the Pacific compariy and to ask an 
investigation by the attorney general at Washington and 
the United States district attorney of the company’s meth- 
ods in the north. 

A speechmaking campaign has been arranged to start 
immediately. Every member of the organization has been 
pledged to attend the meetings of the union organizations 
of the city and the civic associations and urge their mem- 
bers to go to the polls and vote for. the purchase of the 
Home company. 


California City Abandons Municipal Plan. 

Finding little support outside his own constituency for 
his scheme of a municipally owned telephone system in 
the metropolitan bay district of San Francisco, J. Stitt 
Wilson, mayor of Berkeley, has surrendered the first of 
the projects of the Socialist program that has come to test. 
The city council has now granted the petition of the Bay 
Cities Home company for permission to merge with the 


Pacific Bell. 





Seattle Votes for Municipal Ownership. 

At the recent election, in Seattle, Wash., the question 
of whether or not the city should buy and operate the 
system of the Independent Telephone Co., as a munici- 
pal enterprise, was decided in the affirmative by a vote 
of 32,000 for, as opposed to 18,000 against. It is now nec- 
essary to obtain an act of legislature before the deal could 
be carried out. It is also needful that a bond issue be 
voted, the proceeds of which may be applied to the pur- 
chase. 





The council has adopted a resolution opposing the 
merging of the Bell and Independent properties and re- 
quiring the latter to show cause why its franchise should 
not be revoked and the city’s equity in the property, $250,- 
000, be taken by the city. 





Telephone Merger Injunction Dissolved at Seattle. 

The temporary order obtained by the city of Seattle, 
Wash., restraining the Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., which has absorbed the Independent Telephone 
Co. from making physical connection of the two telephone 
systems, has been dissolved by Judge King Dykeman, in 
the superior court. 

The effect of the order is that the work of the linemen 
in connecting the wires of the two companies can be car- 
ried on without molestation by the city and without a per- 
mit from the city. The city alleges that it has a $200,000 
interest in the poles, wires and conduits of the Independ- 
ent company under the terms of its franchise. 

Physical connection of the two systems had been prac- 
tically effected when the temporary restraining order 
was issued, but since that time many telephones have 
been out of service, owing to the injunction and the in- 
complete connections. 

Mayor-elect George F. Cotterill has expressed himself 
as warmly in favor of a municipal telephone system. 





Bell Prosecution Halted in St. Joseph. 

Twenty-three cases against the Missouri & Kansas Tele- 
phone Co. and C. A. Cook, its manager, charging them 
with failure to comply with orders of the Utilities Com- 
mission, relating to St. Joseph, have been continued in- 
definitely by T. F. Ryan, judge of the criminal court. C. 
C. Ferrell, prosecuting attorney, advised the court that he 
had been restrained by a federal court order from proceed- 
ing further with the prosecutions. 

Mr. Ferrell’s: office, city officials and members of 
commission have been enjoined from any attempts to force 


the 


the company to adhere to rates fixed by the commission 
The injunction will hold until the federal 
not the Utilities 


sometime 
finally 


ago. 


court decides whether or Com- 


mission fixed reasonable rates. 


Michigan Bell to Leave Connections Undisturbed. 

The Michigan Railroad Commission issued an order 
recently giving the Michigan State Telephone Co. the 
right to purchase the Swaverly lines in the northern part 
of that state. The Michigan State company has agreed 
to continue all existing connections with Independent 
companies. The Independent companies, which at first 
protested against the sale, withdrew their opposition, when 
this conclusion was reached. 

Commissioner L. T. Hemans says that other companies 
throughout the United States may well look at the exam- 
ple set for them in Michigan. Much trouble would be 
avoided, he adds, if other companies would arbitrate their 
This would also lead to better service. 





differences. 





Question Rates of Alma, Michigan, Independent. 
Shiawassee county (Michigan) farmers, subscribers of 
the Union Telephone Co., of Alma, have appeared before 
the state Railroad Commission demanding that the com- 
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pany be forced to lower the rural rate recently raised 
from $12 to $15, putting it. at the old figure again. The 
company produced evidence to show that the Owosso 
exchange has always presented an annual deficit, which 
had to be made up by the profits in the other cities. 
There will probably be another hearing in Corunna. 





Physical Connection Bill Passed in Kentucky. 

Although the Kentucky legislature failed to pass a public 
utilities bill, as reported in last week’s TELEPHONY, it has 
passed, by a large majority, the physical connection portion 
of the proposed measure. The bill referred to is Senate Bill 
No. 264. The senate passed it by a vote of seventeen to 
ten, and the house by a vote of 72 to 8. Since the governor 
recommended such a bill it will undoubtedly receive his sig- 
nature, thereby becoming effective June 12. 





When Ohio Mutuals Come Under Law. 

In a ruling to the Public Service Commission, Attorney 
General Hogan holds that telephone companies organized 
as mutual concerns and styling themselves “not for profit” 
are to be considered as coming under the public utilities act 
when they lose their mutual feature and engage in business 
outside of the membership of the organization. A large 
number of companies, ostensibly giving service only to 
their members will thus come under the surveillance of the 
commission. 

Would Buy Bell at Conneaut, Ohio. 

Application to the Ohio Public Service Commission 
for approval of a sale of the Central Union (Bell) Tele- 
phone Co.’s plant at Conneaut, to the Conneaut Telephone 
Co., an approval of a contract for interchange of service 
for long distance business has been made by the two 
companies. The price named is $14,555. 

Ohio Company Granted Bell Connection. 

After a final hearing before the Ohio Public Service 
Commission the Gratiot & Brownsville Telephone Co. and 
the Central Union Telephone Co. were authorized to in- 
terchange service. The two companies made application 
in a joint petition, urging that the connection would be 
beneficial to the subscribers of both. 








New York Bill to Enforce Uniform Rates. 

Assemblyman Tracy P. Madden, of Yonkers, has in- 
troduced a bill into the New York legislature providing 
that persons or corporations operating telephone lines in 
cities of the second class shall establish a system of uni- 
form charges within the city limits. No extra charge is 
to be made where messages may have to be transmitted 
through the exchange of another city. A penalty of $25 
is provided for each violation, and such penalties are to 
be cumulative, and may be recovered by the person or 
persons aggrieved. More than one penalty may be recov- 
ered in the same action. 





Charges Baltimore Bell Cut Connections. 

The Garrett County Telephone Co. has appealed to the 
Maryland Public Service Commission for relief from em- 
barrassment caused by the arbitrary breaking of a_con- 
tract which it had with the Western Maryland Telephone 
Co. when that company was sold to the Chesapeake & 
Potomac (Bell) Telephone Co. It is charged by the 
complainant that the Chesapeake & Potomac, after its pur- 
chase of the Western Maryland, opened negotiations look- 
irg into the purchase of the Garrett County company and 
th:t when the latter made a price it was refused and no 
ceonter offer made, though invited. Then, it is said, the 
Chesapeake & Potomac stopped the exchange of calls, 
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which had been made at Lonaconing and Frostburg, in an 
effort “to punish” the Garrett County company. The lat- 
ter states that this has worked.a great hardship upon it 
and upon the public. 


ax 


Connection Issue Raised at Hastings, Nebraska. 

The Hastings (Neb.) Independent Telephone Co. has 
filed an application with the state Railroad Commission 
asking that, since the Lincoln Independent has bought the 
Bell exchange in Hastings, an order issue requiring the 
connection of the two local plants. The company also 
asks that a schedule of long distance rates between Hast- 
ings and all other points in the state be filed. 


Western Union Denies Intent to Discourage Competition. 

The Western Union Telegraph Co., in an answer to a 
complaint recently filed against it before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, by the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Co., denied any discrimination or unreasonable charge im- 
posed on messages accepted from the Postal for transmis- 
sion to points where the latter company has no office. It 
denies that there is any purpose of discouraging competi- 
tion in making an additional charge for readdressing mes- 
sages received from other line. 








a 


Must Give Service on Demand in Kansas. 

Under a decision just handed down by the supreme court, 
a telephone company doing a general business in a 
given locality must install telephones when applications are 
made. It must do that or pay damages to the extent of 
the costs incurred by the applicant in bringing suit to force 
installation. The case in which this decision was rendered 
came up from Montgomery county. 

Ruth Bolt, at Coffeyville, asked the Bell Telephone Co. 
to install a telephone in her residence. The company failed 
to do it and she brought an action in the courts to compel 
it to do so. Following that the Bell company installed the 
telephone. Then she brought suit to compel the Bell 
company to pay the costs incurred by her in bringing suit. 
The court held that the Bell company was liable for and must 
pay the costs. 








Manitoba Commission Work Not Completed. 

The royal commission appointed to investigate the Man- 
itoba government telephones has issued an interim report 
without giving any inkling as to the result of the investi- 
gation. At the present stage the commissioners state it 
would be inadvisable to put into effect any change in 
telephone rates until the investigation is completed and 
reported upon. It is therefore recommended that the op- 
eration of the rates announced to come into force in April 
be postponed until the commissioners have fully executed 
their commission. 

Ontario Bill Would Force Wires Into Conduits. 

A bill has been introduced in the Ontario legislature by 
Hon. J. S. Hendrie requiring the removal of telegraph, 
telephone and electric lighting poles and the placing of 
wires for these services under ground, in municipalities 
of any considerable size. The municipality, it is under- 
stood, will have power to enforce this work on any private 
operating company. 








Three Quarters of a Million for Calgary. 

Of the total estimate capital expenditures to be made by 
the Alberta provincial government in the extension of its 
telephone system this year, $750,000, or about 35 per cent., 
is to be laid out in Calgary. The system will be greatly 
enlarged and bettered and a considerable number of new 
lines out of Calgary are also projected. 











Interesting Scenes in the Cedar Pole Regions 





¢ 





A Lusty Crew—the Men Who Make Telephone Poles. 


Photographs reproduced through courtesy of The J. M. Partridge Lumber Co. 
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Bell Report for 1911 Shows Falling Off in Earnings 


Figures for Last Year of Combined Bell System Show Net Surplus to Be $2,000,000 Less Than for 1910— 
Amount Applicable to Dividends Equal to 10 Per Cent, as Against 11.4 in Previous Year— 


Parent Company Earned 8.7 Per Cent, as Against 10-2 Per Cent. 


The annual report of the American (Bell) Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., for the year ended December 31, 1911, was 
issued this week. The figures show net earnings equal to 
8.7 per cent. on the $318,427,500 capital stock of the com- 
pany outstanding, as against net earnings for 1910 equal 
to 10.2 per cent. on then outstanding stock of $263,335,600. 

The amounts carried to reserves and surplus were less 
than in 1910, despite which fact net surplus for the year, 
after all expenses were met and dividends and interest 
paid, was approximately a half million less for 1911 than 
for 1910. 

Surplus earnings of the entire Bell system for the year 
were over $2,000,000 less than for 1910. Net profit, ap- 
plicable to dividends, was equal to 10 per cent., as com- 
pared to 11.4 per cent the previous year. 

There is said to have been an increase of 749,906 in the 
number of stations in the Bell system as a whole, making 
the total.at the end of the year 6,632,625, of which 2,158,454 
are operated by connecting companies. The total wire 
mileage has been increased to nearly 13,000,000 miles, of 
which over half is underground, and the new 450-mile sub- 
way between Boston and Washington has been completed, 
except for the drawing in of some of the cable. 

Traffic over the Bell lines is reported to show a daily 
average of 24,129,000 messages, or at the rate of 7,770,000,000 
connections a year. 

The report goes very thoroughly into the financial con- 
dition of the system, explaining carefully the methods of 
accounting upon which the figures are based. 

More than a majority of the 49,011 stockholders on March 
1, 1912, were women, and the average single holding is now 
sixty-seven shares. 

The statement of earnings and expenses of the asso- 
ciated companies of the Bell system for the year ended 
December 31, 1911, all duplications being excluded, is as 
below: 

REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Year Ended December 31, 1911. 
1911. Increase. 
....++$179,477,998 $13,865,117 
60,085,425 5,849,976 


Gross earnings 
Expenses—operation 














Current maintenance 30,184,522 4,421,440 
Depreciation 28,655,832 2,390,905 
MTT cece ces ce he coke ee ce eee 8,965,922 610,907 
Total expenses > o.o-0-2:0 fhe? O08, 701 $13,273,228 
SEE TTA 51,586,297 591,889 
Deduct interest 13,610,860 2,053,996 
Balance net profits ..........$ 37,975,437 $*1,462,107 
Deduct dividends paid ............ 25,966,876 806,090 
Surplus earnings . ~seeeee$ 12,008,561 $*2,268,197 





*Decrease. 
The combined balance sheet of the entire system, as of 
December 31, 1911, is as follows: 
BALANCE SHEET. 
Year Ended December 31, 1911. 
ASSETS. 


Dec. 31,1911. Dec. 31, 1910. 


Contracts and licenses .......... $ 2,943,381 $ 2,943,381 
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TERPMMOGE BIOME a oc5 ss cos osc scene 666,660,702 610,999,964 
BUNOIIES, TOONS, CEC. oo soie.cic c.cisivic.s.s 20,749,568 20,987,551 
a er ee ee 32,916,127 26,077,802 
I, gas ate aaa. oe ebecrad ae 8a 41,878,140 27,548,933 
Stocks and bonds ............... 06,777,231 64,766,089 

| ee ae, eee $831,925,149 $753,323,720 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock ...............+.+.$379,%727,832 $344,645,430 
a al 241,032,822 224,791,696 
Bills payable ................06- 41,198,431 42,566,943 
ACCOUNTS POVADIE  «:.. .6.occ ocseces 23,382,438 21,721,125 
Total outstanding obligations.... 685,341,523 633,725,194 
Surplus and reserves ..........:. 146,583,626 119,598,526 

TN i a $831,925,149 $753,323,726 


The revenue account of the A. T. & T. Co. al 


one for the 


year ended December 31, 1911, is given out as follows: 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Year Ended December 31, 1911. 











Earnings— Dec, 31,1911. Dec. 31,1910. 
IE oie 6 oooh oS erg ne $20,844,398 $19,295,494 
Interest and other revenue from 

associated companies 10,462,786 10,838,442 
Telephone traffic (net) ........... 4,979,231 4,893,513 
Real estate 92,854 95,119 
Other sources 590,958 325,758 

ANN eG ee are us a crate $36,970,229 $35,358,328 
Expenses 3,668,984 3,425,114 
Net earnings ...............--$33,301,245 $31,933,214 
Deduct interest .....0..c62.22-- 5,567,980 5,077,321 
NRO oo i os bn cs os vivintas eRe $26,855,893 
Dividends paid 22,169,449 20,776,822 





$ 6,079,071 
$ 3,000,000 
3,079,071 





ee ere eer ee ey: 
Carried to reserves .............-$ 2,800,000 
Carried to surplus 2,763,815 
NS ee os oc RG Pate tnd du Co ES 


$ 6,079,071 


The balance sheet of the A. T. T. & T. Co. alone, as of 


December 31, 1911, is as below: 
BALANCE SHEET. 
Year Ended December 31, 1911. 


ASSETS. 
Dec. 31, 1911. 
Stocks of associated companies..... $405,859,400 
Bonds of associated companies..... 1,689,000 
Capital advances to associated cos.. 52,737,803 
: $460,286,203 
ESSE RE ee On $ 12,334,255 
Real estate ..... Tee Osteo yt eer a 2,188,239 
Long distance telephone plant...... 48,155,893 
eo Yt 
CaptcamG Genoese 666 006s is $ 29,635,036 
es a 175,000 
Temporary cash loans ............. 1,107,000 
30,917,036 
SCEIA GEUIENE HOPES, 65 ci vcccoviccasiccececece GORE GIS 














In the report Mr. Vail reaffirms the statement that, if an 
Independent company is purchased or merged, its connec- 
tions will not be cut off. 

As to government ownership, the report says: “The dis- 
cussion of the government ownership of the wire com- 
panies is not likely to become anything more than academic, 
at least for the present. Even if the final conclusion should 
favor government purchase of all wire plants, there would 
be no unfavorable consequence to the shareholders of the 
wire companies other than the obligatory liquidation. Any 
possible award for the property which the security holders 
would be obliged to accept would give them better than 
current prices for their securities.” 

TELEPHONY will discuss the details of the report, includ- 
ing President Vail’s comments on the situation, in its next 
issue. 


— 
—__@— 


Cumberland Stock Off Boston Exchange. 

The stock of the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has been dropped from the list of the Boston Stock 
Exchange, as more than a majority has been deposited 
with the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. under the 
_terms of exchange. 








An Argument for Local Operation. 

The Coudersport (Pa.) Enterprise, while professing it- 
self a friend of one telephone service, as against com- 
petition, recently made some exceedingly pointed remarks 
in reprobation of the service and general conduct of the 
Bell Telephone Co. in that town. Changes made without 
warning in the kind of service given, higher prices exacted, 
etc., formed the text of the article, which dealt in such 


phrases as: “Brutal treatment,” “merciless octopus,” “in- 


dependent, selfish, dictatorial ‘and swinish.”’ 

“The time has passed,” says the Enterprise, “when the 
Bell has a monopoly of either good equipment or good 
Why bow to a merciless corporation when it is 


service. 
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Current accounts receivable .................. 4,959,946 possible to transact the business for ourselves and with 
———— ourselves? Coudersport has for years been a rich producer 
MN 5s. dnc scaisirchiar ohaihie: Bes egueiate tae menace ara aiod $565,523,188 for the Bell company. In spite of this the patrons here 
LIABILITIES. have never been provided with an up-to-date service. Let 
CI RN os isc reed nase at crow ark $318,427,500 us have but one telephone service in Coudersport, but let 
Capital stock installments .......... 2,522,209 the people who use it own it and run it.” 
$320,949,709 It almost seems as if the Enterprise were hinting at 
Four per cent. col. tr. bonds, 1929...$ 78,000,000 the establishment of an Independent plant, owned and 
Four per cent. cond. bonds, 1936..... 20,459,000 officered by local people. 
Five per cent. coupon notes, 1907.... 5,000 - , 
Five per cent. coupon notes, 1910.... 4,000 Cuban Telephone Co. Earnings, 
Other notes payable ............... 10,600,000 The report by months of the gross receipts of the Cuban 
‘Indebtedness to Western Union Tel- Telephone Co., Havana, Cuba, for 1911 is given out as 
egraph Co. for New York Tele- follows: 
phone Co. stock payable 1912 to January sae teens 04 sis wD 
DE scdchcoechasititis vee dunbcuyews 16,500,000 os eee eee eee 24,652 
Undertaking to deliver ($12,617,760) TA hos si ae et ee 26,370 
5 percent 25 year bonds of Cum- PREMER 2 sity esheets Boe ee aa a wee 27,835 
berland Tel.,& Tel. Co. in ex- WN g cnnuars, sare ei ene ee ee 28,289 
change for 78,861 shares Cumber- PE tacks wu raiek keene Deda vee bie ws 29,200 
I nit cicoskunvecsdndinee: 12,617,760 FOR once cs cwsesns sesnesasevenens 30,014 
2 138,185,760 Sn, SEER Ne Acre nig MMe Sry Soe ot eee 30,353 
Dividend payable Jan. 15...........$ 6,368,550 NINE 00 savnis's dinars aroame ears nes be 30,850 
Dividend adjmts. on new stock..... 328,273 CI Getic adie bse oe cena Koad we 32,524 
Interest and taxes accrued but not PRI oro Sahar ee er ee 33,626 
SE ebcuteakdasteediceese dovevees 2,132,324 I ccd eck eh hikle hee gay otk eles 34,248 
Current accounts payable .......... 748,624 a 
Reserve for unearned revenue....... 2,345 0 ee eee oie whi tne $351,125 
n/t ines The last six months showed constantly increasing earn- 
Depreciation reserve ............... $ 40,383,161 ings, due doubtless to the extension of the lines. Telephone 
Surplus : 56,424,438 communication is now possible between Havana, Santa 
96,807,600 Clara and Cienfuegos. 
I, 6 ois hoe Siesta GD Rte Dest Saas Ge ae $565,523,188 oo 


Independent Franchise Asked in Kentucky Town. 

Citizens of Greensburg, and of Green county as well, 
have petitioned the Greensburg council for a franchise to 
operate a telephone system there. About ten years ago a 
franchise offered for sale was purchased by the Cumber- 
land Bell, that concern being favored above the Independ- 
ent bidders because of its long distance facilities. Since 
then the Bell service has become unsatisfactory and it is 
believed the council will grant the new franchise asked. 

There are some 400 Independent telephones through 
the county. These have hitherto connecting with 
the Bell local exchange, but most of the rural companies 


been 


are refusing to renew their contracts with the Cumber- 
land. A company is now being formed, with a capitali- 
zation of $50,000, to build the new plant. It is expected 
that, eventually, there will be at least 1,500 telephones in 
Taylor, Adair and Green counties to exchange service. 


Pacific Bell Agrees with Union. 

Agreements fixing wage scales and working schedules 
of all electricians in the employ of the Pacific (Bell) Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. throughout Washington, Oregon, 
California, Nevada, Arizona and the “panhandle” of Ida- 
ho have been reached between the telephone company 
and the Pacific district council of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers. 

While no general wage increases are provided for in 
the contract, improved working conditions have been se- 
cured by the electrical workers, some of the mechanics 
gain slight advantage and increased extra pay is provided 
for overtime. 








Illinois Company Will Neither Buy Nor Sell. 

The Canton (Ill.) Home Telephone Co. has refused to 
either buy the Central Union Bell plant, or to sell its own 
property to the Bell. The Home has been growing rap- 
idly ever since it was established. 
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R. Max Eaton Retires from Active Telephone Service. 

R. Max Eaton, president and general manager of the 
Niagara County Home Telephone Co., of Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., after twenty-two years of activity in the business, 
’ will, on April 1, retire 
from all executive par- 
ticipation in telephone 
matters. He takes this 
step because of the pres- 
sure of outside personal 
affairs, which he finds 
will require his undivid- 
ed time and attention. 
He is president of the 
Niagara Searchlight Co., 
of Niagara Falls, of 
which concern he will 
assume the active man- 
agement at once. Mr. 
Eaton will, however, re- 
tain his financial interest 
in the telephone com- 
pany, which operates in 
the four cities of Niag- 
ara Falls, Lockport, 

















Tonawanda and North 
Tonawanda, and_ will 
continue to act as a member of the board. 

As stated, he has spent twenty-two years in the tele- 
phone business, eleven with the Bell in Boston and Phila- 
delphia, and eleven with the Independents in Philadelphia 
and Western New York. It is inconceivable, . therefore, 
that he will be able to relinquish these associations with- 
out something of a wrench. His many friends in the busi- 
ness will also feel his loss keenly, both by reason of his 
marked abilities as an operator and of his charming per- 
sonality. Not only as head of his company, but as sec- 
retary of the New York Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, he has made a host of friends, and these will hope 
that, although not officially, yet personally, he may still 
be in evidence in the “best business on earth.” 

In advising TELEPHONY of the taking of this step, Mr. 


R. Max Eaton. 


Eaton says: “It is quite probable I will feel like a fish , 


out of water for awhile. The Independent telephone busi- 
ness gets a great hold on a fellow. The excitement and 
pleasure of competition and the satisfaction of doing things 
get into a live man’s blood. Honestly, I wouldn’t want 
to be in the telephone business if we were without com- 
petition. Monopoly puts business, and also the people 
who are running it, in a rut that is not wholesome for 
development, either commercially or scientifically.” 

As a sort of valedictory, Mr. Eaton sums up briefly 
his conclusions regarding the business. As the views of 
a man who has “done things,” they are worthy of con- 
sideration. 

“T doubt if the Bell Telephone Co. will decrease its 
troubles by consolidation and buying out of Independents,” 
he says. “If, when the Bell buys the plants, it could buy 
the American people and their views on such things also, 
it might accomplish something. If the Independent tele- 
phone business of this country had one-half the money 
that the Bell wastes in trying to ‘elevate itself by its boot 
straps,’ there would be no Bell Telephone Co. 

“If the Independent telephone operators could get the 
rates for telephone service that the Bell will be com- 
pelled to get, if it ever secures a monopoly of the business, 
they could pay off the national debt in a few years. 

“It will not be many years before telephone service is 
metered by the time a line is used by the subscriber, 
rather than by the message. Telephone service will be 
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bought and paid for, as it should, by the ‘talk-hour.’ 

“Regulation of public service by commission looks 
good, but competition has it beaten a mile. Independent 
telephony is more economically managed, gives better 
service, and is closer to the people than the Bell—it has 
to be.” 

These are the conclusions of a man of experience. Mr. 
Eaton’s friends, with whom TELEPHONY is glad to be 
numbered, can but wish him every measure of success 
in whatever line his activities take, and hope that, contrary 
to the accepted belief, he will some day “come back.” 





Comparative Earnings at Lincoln. 

The following condensed statements of earning’s of the 
Lincoln (Neb.) Independent and the Nebraska Bell, in 
that city, is interesting in view of the absorption of the 
latter by the Independent. The figures were filed with 
the local authorities as a basis for the 2 per cent. tax 
paid monthly on gross income. They are for the month of 
February, 1912. 

Nebraska. Independent. 








GePGOe POWERS coc dso ds oe ccadene $ 9,155.02 $16,093.94 
EGR CHOMIEIOES oo asic hcieins ince 1,012.62 509.46 

La eRe arn ae ROE $ 8,142.40 $15,584.48 
| Ce rrr ee 4,048.55 2,750.57 
LGS6 CREMOHOOE iicn cs hock cee 478.70 244.13 

Total tolls and calls ......... $ 3,569.85 $ 2,506.44 
Ne ON a ee se hwokasies 11,712.25 18,090.92 





Cleveland Mayor Urges Municipal Ownership. 
Mayor Baker, of Cleveland, Ohio, believes that the city 
should own the local telephone systems. In a recent inter- 
view he declared that he wanted a physical valuation made 
of the properties of the Cuyahoga and the Cleveland Bell, 
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Why Not Buy a Plant and Grow Those Things Yourself? 


ultimately for the purpose of municipal ownership. Legis- 
lative enactment is necessary before such a move could 
be made. The accompanying cartoon touching on the 
proposition is from the Cleveland Leader. 





Kansas Independents Meet. 

The southeastern district of the Kansas Independent 
Telephone Association held a meeting recently at Inde- 
pendence, Kans., about thirty members being present. The 
rulings of the state Public Service Commission formed 
the principal subject of discussion. 

















Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussions 


Some Amusing Troubles. 

I have noted with interest a number of field experiences, 
also a request for same.- While I am not an old-timer I 
have had “troubles of my own.” 

Once a short showed up on a farm line and the lot fell 
to me to clear it. In going over the line I tested each 
telephone by opening the line, wetting my fingers, placing 
them on line posts of telephone and turning the generator 
crank. If I got a shock the telephone was all right. If I 
did not it was short. 

After going half way over the line, I found a telephone 
which was short, but on a rough inspection could find no 
trouble. Then I noticed one of those old saw tooth ar- 
resters on top of the bell box. As we had a standard pro- 
tector on the wall, I cut the wires off this static protector 
and found the trouble cleared. My curiosity being aroused, 
I got upon a chair for a closer inspection and discovered 
particles of gilt in the protector. The room had just been 
papered with a fancy paper which had gilt on it. Enough 
of the gilt had fallen off onto the telephone to connect 
the line sides of the old saw tooth static protector, metal- 
lically together. 

On another occasion while clearing trouble in a small 
exchange, the operator reported that the signal on one of 
the lines kept coming down and upon answering, no one 
would be found on the line. It was a magneto system and 
there were no common battery or telegraph lines in the 
neighborhood. After chasing over the line and inspecting 
it I could find no place where there was any possibility 
of a swinging cross with another line. The line was one- 
half of a mile long and had but one party on it. 

I then decided to go and have a talk with the lady of 
the house. After a half hour’s conversation, she explained 
to me what a delightful time “Baby” had in playing with 
the telephone. 

Illinois, Sy <. 





This Rat Was Very Hungry. 
A recent issue of the Cumberland Telephone Journal, to 
indebted 


which we are for the illustration, contained an 





Hole Gnawed in Lead Sheath By Rat. 


interesting account of a rat’s activity in Louisiana. The 
circuits of the Alexandria system are brought into the ex- 
change through 400 pr. lead covered aerial cable. It ap- 
pears that a rat desired to investigate the contents of the 
lead sheathing and therefore gnawed a hole in tle sheath 


just where entrance was made into the building. The hole 
was discovered before any serious trouble was caused by 
moisture getting into the cable and short circuiting the 
lines. 





Data on Motor Trouble Wagon Maintenance. 
Considerable interest is being taken by telephone man- 
agers in automobile trouble or repair wagons. The fol- 
lowing data has been furnished TELEPHONY by P. O. 





The Auto Trouble Wagon and Crew. 


Howard, superintendent of construction, Maine Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Rumford, Me. 

The automobile, an International auto wagon, has been 
in use the past two years, doing construction work en- 
tirely and most of the time taking the place of a pair of 
horses. 

The total expense of the years 1910 and 1911 during 
which time the car was on the road about 12 months, 
carrying a crew averaging seven men, is as follows: 





Cost of oil, gasolene, storage and small repairs...... $181.40 
ee fg Re ee rane ae, Seer ee ee 22.65 

OORE IRR. oiiso Sa siihice so ewes intense awes $204.05 
Number of miles traveled... «oo. ois veces éaiecscsie we 4,449 
NE OE Re rs eee ei oti ne ch schewhksh cesarean $.046 
COSl Wek WN I os o5 5 bos odie sien ae dkeais.raaeeer 74 


As we have no accurate method of telling the number of 
miles traveled, the above distance is given on a basis of 
seven miles to the gallon of gasolene. This is placing it 
very low, as the car will undoubtedly go nine or ten miles 
per gallon of gasolene. 

The cost of team hire and board for a pair of horses 
for the same period would have been at least $1,000. This 
leaves a balance of about $800 in favor of the car, which 
is in excellent condition and ready for this season’s work. 

The economies effected in time saved is a considerable 
item and perhaps cannot be arrived at with accuracy, but 
my records show that seven men, with the aid of the car, 
can place as much wire as nine men with a pair of horses. 

The illustration showing the auto wagon and crew ready 
to start on a trip is reproduced through the courtesy of The 
New England Topics. 





Closer Trouble Records. 

Most telephone exchanges keep trouble records of some 
kind and they are more or less complete. Occasionally cases 
arise where the records can not supply the data desired but 
which could have been furnished if the record had been made 
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more complete. Such a case is reported in the following 
letter : 

There is a line of inquiry in which I have been much 
interested lately, and which I believe would be of interest 
to telephone companies. It is the matter of a closer trouble 
record, 

The matter came up in this way. A device was called to 
my attention to reduce the battery consumption on our rural 
lines. From our records I could not tell how many cells per 
telephone we were using and could only make a rough esti- 
mate. On taking the matter up with a number of the other 
companies about the state, I have been unable to find a single 
company that could tell how many cells per telephone per 
year it was using on the rural lines. 

To make a long story short, most any company can tell 
what the maintenance expense per telephone per year may be— 
say for instance $10 per station per year—but the items which 
make up that $10 are not known. The company officials do 
not know where the money goes. While we are making des- 
perate efforts to fill our coffers, why not make a systematic 
effort to plug some of the leaks? 

I should very much like to see a discussion taken up in 
your paper along this line. If any one has a complete set of 
forms along this line I should like to see them published. 

Homer, Mich. R. C. Smith, 

Secretary, Calhoun County Telephone Co. 


More About the Manager’s Salary. 

I think that an account of a manager’s salary in a small 
exchange may interest some of our brothers. 

Our exchange has 88 subscribers in town and 25 party 
lines, or 280 farm telephones at the limits. 

The rates are $10 for residence and $12 for business tele- 
phones and $3 for farm telephones at limits. 

The manager’s salary is $45 per month. The operators 
are paid eight and one-quarter cents per hour with $6.30 
extra, for the night girl between the hours of 10 and 5 
a. m. This produces a total of $98 for the manager and 
operators. 

Taking into consideration the high cost of living, it be- 
hooves the manager to find something else to do to add 
to his $45 to keep his family from want. 

The company is ten years old and has paid three 15 per 
cent. dividends and two 8 per cent. dividends. It rebuilt 
two years ago, at a cost of $2,300. This was paid out of 
the earnings with the exception of $700 secured by note 
and which is being reduced. every few months. 

Now here are my views of the telephone business as re- 
gards the salaries. 

There is no business which is more important to every- 
one than the telephone and more especially to the farmer, 
who is situated some distance from town, his doctor, his 
market, etc. 





I know of instances where the telephone has saved lives 
It has saved our 
town from fire with a probable loss of life and no telling 
how much loss of property. 

For the service which made this possible, what are we 
asking of the farmer? Less than one cent a day, and our 
rates in town are too low. 

Did some one say I had got away from the subject? 
Only this far—I would make the rates such that the com- 
pany could pay the manager not less than $75 per month, 
for with that and perhaps the sale of batteries and the 
repair of outside telephones, he could make possibly $100, 
which would be a decent wage. 

Pay the manager so he can give his entire attention to 
the telephone business and keep everything in first class 
order. 

Nor would I stop with the manager. I would pay the 


and houses from destruction by fire. 





Vol. 62, No. 12. 


operators a good wage, at least twelve and one-half cents 
per hour with the extra for the night girl. 

By making our rates $12 for residence and $15 for busi- 
ness telephones in town and $4 (which is low enough) for 
farm telephones, we could pay these wages and leave the 
company the same dividend it now has. 

I think one of the mistakes of the Independent is in their 
desire to reduce the Bell’s usual high rates. They often 
overdo it and make them too low for the good of the 
maintenance and service. Manager. 





Frost and Lead Covered Cable. 

In a recent issue of TELEPHONY an account was given of a 
lead covered cable being pulled apart by water which had 
frozen in the pipe in which the cable was locatd. 

A late issue of The Electrician, of London, contained an ac- 
count of a similar case in connection with dry core telegraph 
cable. Two cables were laid in a 4-in. cast-iron pipe into 
which water found its way, and the cable was so deformed 
by the ice forming round it as to become faulty. The cable 
was compressed and distorted to a considerable degree. 

The illustration shows a cross-section view of the cable 
before and after the occurrence. The cable contained 19 
strands of No. 18 S. W. G. copper wire, weighing 36 lb. per 
mile. Each conductor was insulated with Manila paper and 
the whole of them wrapped with paper tape. The lead was 
perfectly cylindrical, free from pin holes and other defects. 
The thickness of the lead was 0-1 in. and the overall diameter 
0.73 in. 

In all probability the lead was not quite uniform and, there- 
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Cross Section Showing Distortion of Cable. 


fore, the flattening shown was due to some slight initial defor- 
mation which the ice pressure increased. The cable being air 
core it was possible to reduce the core to a smaller volume 
by the flattening process. 


— 


Principles of Professional Conduct. 

In last week’s issue of TELEPHONY, announcement was 
made of the adoption of a code of principles of professional 
conduct by the board of directors of the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers. This code is of interest not 
only to engineers but to the layman, as it is an excellent 
guide for him in his every-day dealings with other men. 

The code, which is given in full, is divided into several 
sections, viz: 

A. General principles. 





B. The Engineer’s relations to client or employer. 

C. Ownership of engineering records and data. 

D. The engineer’s relations to the public. 

E. The engineer’s relations to the engineering fraternity. 


= 


F. Amendments. 

While the following principles express, generally, the en- 
gineer’s relations to client, employer, the public, and the 
engineering fraternity, it is not presumed that they define 
all of the engineer’s duties and obligations. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

1. In all of his relations the engineer should be guided 
by the highest principles of honor. 

2. It is the duty of the engineer to satisfy himself to the 
best of his ability that the enterprises with which he be- 
comes identified are of legitimate character. If after be- 
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coming associated with an enterprise he finds it to be of 
questionable character, he should sever his connection with 
it as soon as practicable. 

ReLaTions To CLreNT Or EMPLOYER. 

3. The engineer should consider the protection of a 
client’s or employer’s interests his first professional obliga- 
tion, and therefore should avoid every act contrary to this 
duty. If any other considerations, such as professional ob- 
ligations or restrictions, interfere with his meeting the 
legitimate expectation of a client or employer, the engineer 
should inform him of the situation. 

4. An engineer can not honorably accept compensation, 
financial or otherwise, from more than one interested party, 
without the consent of all parties. The engineer, whether 
consulting, designing, installing or operating, must not ac- 
cept commissions, directly or indirectly, from parties deal- 
ing with his client or employer. 

5. An engineer called upon to decide on the use of in- 
ventions, apparatus, or anything in which he has a financial 
interest, should make his status in the matter clearly under- 
stood before engagement. 

6. An engineer in independent practice may be em- 
ployed by more than one party, when the interests of the 
several parties do not conflict. It should be understood that 
he is not expected to devote his entire time to the work of 
one, but is free to carry out other engagements. A consult- 
ing engineer permanently retained by a party, should notify 
others of this affiliation before entering into relations with 
them, if, in his opinion, the interests might conflict. 

7. An engineer should consider it his duty to make every 
effort to remedy dangerous defects in apparatus or struc- 
tures or dangerous conditions of operation, and should 
bring these to the attention of his client or employer. 

OWNERSHIP OF RECORDS AND DATA. 

8. It is desirable that an engineer undertaking for others 
work in connection with which he may make improve- 
ments, inventions, plans, designs, or other records, should 
enter into an agreement regarding their ownership. | 

9. If an engineer uses information which is not com- 
mon knowledge or public property, but which he obtains 
from a client or employer, the results in the form of plans, 
designs, or other records, should not be regarded as his 
property, but the property of his client or employer. 

10. If an engineer uses only his own knowledge, or in- 
formation which by prior publication, or otherwise, is pub- 
lic property and obtains no engineering data from a client 
or employer, except performance specifications or routine 
information; then, in the absence of an agreement to the 
contrary, the results in the form of inventions, plans, de- 
signs, or other records, should be regarded as the property 
of the engineer, and the client or employer should be en- 
titled to their use only in the case for which the engineer 
was retained. 

11. All work and results accomplished by the engineer 
in the form of inventions, plans, designs, or other records, 
that are outside of the field of engineering for which a 
client or employer has retained him, should be regarded as 
the engineer’s property unless there is an agreement to the 
contrary. : 

12. When an engineer or manufacturer builds apparatus 
from designs supplied to him by a customer, the designs 
remain the property of the customer and should not be 
duplicated by the engineer or manufacturer for others with- 
out express permission. When the engineer or manufac- 


turer and a.customer jointly work out designs and plans 
or develop inventions, a clear understanding should be 
reached before the beginning of the work regarding the 
respective rights of ownership in any inventions, designs, 
or matters of similar character that may result. 

13. Any engineering data or information which an en- 
gineer obtains from his client or employer, or which he 
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creates as a result of such information, must be considered 
confidential by the engineer. While he is justified in 
using such data or information in his own practice as 
forming part of his professional experience, its publication 
without express permission is improper. 

14. Designs, data, records and notes made by an em- 
ploye and referring exclusively to his employer’s work, 
should be regarded as his employer’s property. 

15. A customer, in buying apparatus, does not acquire 
any right in its design but only the use of the apparatus 
purchased. A client does not acquire any right to the 
plans made by a consulting engineer except for the specific 
case for which they were made. 

RELATIONS TO THE PUBLIC. 

16. The engineer should endeavor to assist the public 
to a fair and correct general understanding of engineering 
matters, to extend the general knowledge of engineering, 
and to discourage the appearance of untrue, unfair or ex- 
aggerated statements on engineering subjects in the press 
or elsewhere, especially if these statements may lead to, or 
are made for the purpose of inducing the public to partici- 
pate in unworthy enterprises. 

17. Technical discussions and criticisms of engineering 
subjects should not be conducted in the public press, but 
before engineering societies, or in the technical press. 

18. It is desirable that first publication concerning in- 
ventions or other engineering advances should not be 
made through the public press, but before engineering so- 
cieties or through technical publications. 

19. It is unprofessional to give an opinion on a sub- 
ject without being fully informed as to all the facts relat- 
ing thereto and as to the purposes for which the informa- 
tion is asked. The opinion should contain a full statement 
of the conditions under which it applies. 

RELATIONS TO THE ENGINEERING FRATERNITY. 

20. The engineer should take an interest in and assist 
his fellow engineers by exchange of general information 
and experience, by instruction and similar aid, through the 
engineering societies or by other means. He should en- 
deavor to protect all reputable engineers from misrepresen- 
tation. 

21. The engineer should take care that credit for en- 
gineering work is attributed to those who, so far as his 
knowledge of the matter goes, are the real authors of such 
work. 

22. An engineer in responsible charge of work should 
not permit non-technical persons to overrule his engineer- 
ing judgments on purely engineering grounds. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Additions to or modifications in this code may be made 
by the board of directors, under the procedure applying 
to a bylaw. 


> 


Japan Sends Investigators. 

The latest developments in the electrical world are being 
investigated by Y. Takata and Y. Ishikawa, Japanese elec- 
trical’ engineers, who recently arrived in Denver. Mr. 
Takata, who is an engineer of the department of com- 
munication for the Japanese government said that in 1907 
there were over 58,000 telephones in Tokio, but before 
the end of 1912 the government expects to increase its 
subscription list to 140,000. Thirty of the largest cities 
are now linked up in one trunk system. The telephone 
rates are less than the average rate in the United States. 


To Extend Telephone Train Dispatching. 

It is reported that the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road will shortly complete the installation of a telephone sys- 
tem, as an adjunct in the operation of trains, between the 
Twin City and Montevideo, Minn. Telephones are already in 
use between Montevideo and Mobridge, S. D. 














Legal Cases and Decisions 


By A. H. McMillan 


state, provided they are so situated as not to incommode 


Franchises in South Dakota. 

What legal right has a telephone company to occupy 
streets and alleys, also to do a general exchange busi- 
ness in a small city? Said company does not have a 
franchise but has not been molested for eight or nine 
years. ity authorities refuse to grant a franchise un- 
less the company agrees to rates that would not be 
adequate to furnish the service the public demands. 

The same council granted a term franchise to a party 
for an electric light plant. 

We had a franchise from the county before the town 
became a city and were operating under the same. 
Section 554 of the revised codes of South Dakota (1903) 

grants for telephone lines a right of way over lands and 
realty, public grounds, streets, alleys and highways in 
the state, subject to control by municipal authorities. Un- 
der this law, we believe you do not need a franchise from 
the municipality. The right of control is merely the exer- 
cise of the police power to protect the public from un- 
necessary obstructions, inconvenience and dangers, and to 
determine where and in what manner the company may 
erect its poles and stretch its wires so as to accomplish 
this result. Michigan Telephone Co. vs.. Benton Harbor, 
121 Mich., 512, 516. 

For cases on the general proposition that possession of 
a state franchise, such as is established by the statement 
quoted above, renders it unnecessary for the telephone com- 
pany to have a city franchise, see cases cited in Section 56 
of McMillan on Telephone Law. State vs. Sheboygan, 111 
Wis., 23, 86 N. W., 657; Telephone Exchange Co. vs. Min- 
neapolis, 83 N. W., 528; and Chamberlain vs. Iowa Tele- 
phone Co.. 119 Ia., 619, 93 N. W. 596, are among cases 
cited. The city has no right to regulate rates unless it 
is expressly given such authority in its charter. City of 
St. Louis vs. Bell Telephone Co., 96 Mo., 623; 2 Am. Elec- 
trical cases, 44. The right to regulate telephone rates does 
not exist in a city under the police power. ' Wright vs. 
Glenn Telephone Co., 99 N. Y. Supp., 85. 





Franchise from Townsite Company. 

Can you give me any advice on the following condi- 
tion of affairs: 

What right does the state of Texas give an indi- 
vidual or corporation to the use of the public roads? 
Can a board of county commissioners and county judges 
keep me from building along the roads of the county 
if they see fit, for no other reason than that they are 
interested in the present telephone company which is 
now doing business in the county and do not want 
competition? Is a franchise obtained from a townsite 
company to build a telephone exchange in a townsite 
of theirs, in which the right of franchise to telephone, 
electric light and water work, etc., has been retained 
by them when the streets and alleys were dedicated to 
public use, any good? 

I have written to the attorney general and the rail- 
road commissioners, asking the same questions, and 
they both claim that they have no power over telephone 
companies at all. The attorney general says he is lim- 
ited by law in giving opinions only to officials regard- 
ing their duty, etc. 

Do you think they could permanently stop me from 
operating in this county by getting out an injunction 
against me? 

We are unable to answer you concerning the validity of 
the franchise obtained from the townsite company, without 
further information concerning its organization and powers. 
However, if your company is incorporated under the state 
law, we think it obtained a state franchise which permits it 
to do business upon the public roads and streets of the 
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the public. The corporate authorities may by ordinance 
specify where the poles shall be located. The board of 
county commissioners and judges have no right to keep 
you from building along the roads of the county for the 
reason given. The right given by the state of Texas 
amounts to a state franchise. What you obtained from 
the townsite company was probably a location for your 
poles within the limits of the town. 

We do not think they could stop you permanently by 
an injunction, from operating in the county. 





Limiting Sphere of Business. 

Can a person compel a telephone company to put ina 
telephone for him, providing he offers to pay the rates, 
$1.25 per month, three months in advance? He lives in 
the city limits but the telephone company has no pole 
line near his place. 

A telephone company is under no duty to furnish facili- 
ties and service outside of the field it claims as its own. 
Thus a telephone company operating wholly within the 
corporate limits of a city cannot be compelled to supply 
instruments to residents beyond the boundaries of the 
town. Chrouch vs. Arnett (Kansas), 79 Pacific, 1086. 

If the business of the telephone company is to furnish 
telephones within the limits of the city, it can probably 
be compelled to build a lead so as to connect the pros- 
pective subscriber. The best way for the company to pro- 
tect itself is to limit its sphere of operations by a general 
rule or regulation, to certain prescribed territory and to 
adhere strictly to those limits. 


Farm Line Liable for Tolls. 


We have several farm lines running into town and 
each one is organized, having a secretary and treasurer. 
The telephone company does the switching. Can it 
hold the farm line for the toll calls from the line pat- 
rons through the exchange switchboard? 

In many places the secretary of each line has to col- 
lect the tolls and pay the switching company. 

What are the court decisions on this subject? If 
there are any please give quotations. 





We think each farm line can be held for its tolls. It was 
held in a somewhat similar case by the Supreme Court of 
Michigan that the primary obligation to pay was on the 
company and not upon its members. 

Osborne vs. Reading Central Telephone Co., 


Legal News, 989. 


17 Detroit 





Holding a Long Distance Company. 

_ We have a small exchange and connect with the 

Exchange Co., a long distance line. Our neighboring 

village wants us to build an exchange there and connect 

it with our exchange so that the subscribers of proposed 

exchange could talk with the subscribers of our local 

exchange without any extra charge. We would be glad 
to do this but are afraid the long distance company 
would take its office away from us, thereby severing 
connections. Said long distance company has the only 
long distance line within our reach and if we could 
not make connections, it would put us out of business. 

Can we in any way keep it from breaking the connec- 

tions? 

The only thing you can do is to have a written contract 
with the long distance company, in which it shall agree to 
furnish you connections for a certain length of time. If it 
severs the connection before that time is up, you can have 
the action restrained by injunction. 











Sparks from the Troubleman’s Department 


At the Telephone. 

The telephone is not merely a mode of communication 
but a school of manners. It is a school in which many of 
the pupils permit themselves lapses from the rules of good 
breeding and violations of the unwritten laws of etiquette, 


writes the editor of the Philadelphia Ledger. For instance, 
here is a person who is quite sure that his time is more 
valuable than that of one, he desires to interrogate. The 
latter may be an elderly woman, but it makes no differ- 
ence. He will say to a clerk or secretary “Call up Mrs. 
Malaprop.” When she comes he will keep her standing 
there until he gets ready to come—or perhaps until he 
is through using another telephone, or has dismissed a 
caller. And yet she is the one who is supposed to be 


conferring a favor by responding to the summons of the © 


bell. 

That is where the cunning device has the advantage over 
the personal interviewer. It takes precedence over letters, 
telegrams and living presences, for it might be “some- 
thing important.” Suppose you are asked to call up a 
number with which you are unfamiliar. It is easy enough 
to say you won’t: the message has been received in your 
absence, and the “party” refused to give his name. If 
you refuse you may be missing some advantageous busi- 
ness or social appointment. It is all very well to denounce 
the telephone as a nuisance, but it has become an indis- 
pensable one, and the annoyance it causes is offset by 
the inestimable benefit it may be in times of domestic 
or industrial emergency. So it is for us to adapt ourselves 
to it and learn to use it as though it were an arm or a 
tongue—a part of ourselves. 

Some users of the telephone affect a needless abrupt- 
ness. Of course, one never can tell what may be happen- 
ing at the other end of the line, and if ever the day comes 
when we can see as well as hear, there must be some 
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“Making a Straight Splice.’ 


means of defense provided or embarrassing situations will 
be precipitated. But there is no excuse for lack of cour- 
tesy, We must use our imaginations. We may be her- 
metically sealed in the privacy of a telephone booth; the 
message may come to one in a room where a number of 
men are meeting or at work. We cannot expect the 


other to speak with the same discursive freedom our own 
immunity allows us. The lot of the receiver may not 
be so blest as that of the transmitter. There is no excuse 
for snarling impatience and the stab of curt monosyllables 
on the one side or on the other. 

Many users of the telephone seem to take refuge in 
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“A Capacity Test.’’ 


the anonymity, the impersonality of the apparatus. They 
say things they would not say to your face, because they 
are speaking to a hole in the wall. There is no one in 
the room, and so they can be as violent as they please, 
raging as in a solitary cell. The chance of misunder- 
standing, the loss of accent, emphasis, the color of talk 
and the shade of a facial expression is one reason why 
it is often better to travel many miles than to lean even 
upon the admirable service that the telephone can give. 
What shall be said of the childish petulance of one who 
takes out his temper on the mere obvious mechanism— 
who attacks the inoffensive apparatus as though it had 
dealt a personal affront? There are those who appear 
to think that “Central” bears some private grudge and 
deliberately refuses to establish a prompt connection. They 
do not realize that it takes more time to explain that the 
line is busy than to make the contact. 

How different “telephone voices” are! Who has not 
heard the speaker suddenly modulate from cross impe- 
riousness to the most genial affability, on finding who it 
was that wanted him? He thought it was someone dun- 
ning for a bill—instead it was a debtor who wished to 
make a settlement. He supposed he would be asked 
to confer a favor—instead, there was one to be conferred. 
It does not do to rush to the instrument and yell “Hello! 
What do you want?” in a blind fury—we might be the 
more deceived. 

What shall be said of the indistinct mumbler who does 
not care to take the trouble to “carve every word before 
he lets it fall,” and who seems to think that any utterance 
within a radius of four yards from the transmitter will 
be audible to his distant vis-a-vis—if one may use the an- 
omalous phrase? One does not like to ask him to stand 
closer, and yet why should he need to be told? If he 
does not care to come all the way to the telephone, he 
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can let it be known that transactions with him are to 
be carried on by letter or in person. If one undertakes 
to use the device it ought to be used in the one right way. 

With all its patent benefits and merits the telephone is 
not without its drawbacks—but these are largely the fault 
of the users. It is not the telephone that is to blame if, 
for example, it is allowed to disrupt the intimacy and 
sociability of the family dinner-table by being given the 
place of honor that used to be occupied by the flowers or 
the viands. One of the social curses is the growing ten- 
dency to call up persons at mealtimes because then one 
can be surest of finding them at home through the mag- 
netic lure of hunger that makes the whole world kin. 
The result often is that dinner is not an affair for the 
family, as it ought to be, but a one-sided conversation 
with outsiders—near and dear friends and relatives, per- 
haps, but still outside the sacred intimacy of the family 
circle. The telephone ought not to be a dinner guest; 
the table is the place for general conversation. L.ife is 
sufficiently mechanized and electrocuted as it is; we must 
have some camp of refuge from the advantages of civili- 
zation that we may have a chance to make the acquain- 
tance of ourselves in uninvaded peace. 





L’envoi. 
When earth’s last evil is righted and earth’s last sinner re- 
formed, 
When all of the graft is ended, when sin’s last fortress is 
stormed, 
We shall rest for an age or longer and gaze with a happy 
smile 


On the work that we have accomplished, a world that is 
void of guile. 

But when the resting is over, and we start on the job anew, 

What will be left for the doing, and what in the world will 
we do? 


There will be no sorrow to lighten, no poverty, crime or 
pain; 

No greedy robbers to battle, no octopus to be slain; 

And those who were ever foremost in fighting the goodly 
fight 

Will find no foeman to grapple and never a wrong to right. 

A mood of perfect contentment the heart of the world will 
lull, 

And each of us will be happy, and Lord! but it will be dull! 


When earth’s last evil is righted I hope I shall not be there. 

I should long for the old-time conflict, for the work and 
worry and care; 

There’s fun in the bitter fighting; there’s joy in the mighty 
game 

Of battling ’gainst the forces of evil and woe and shame. 

You may long for the perfect era, but I’m for the clash 
and jar, 

The shouts and the cheers and the tumult in the world of 
things as they are! 

—Berton Braley. 


The College Boy and the Fuse Wire. 


A young man who was taking an engineering course in 
one of the universities went to work with a telephone ex- 
change installation gang during the summer. This was in 
the days before mica fuses, elaborately equipped with shiny 
terminals and twitch-up plaything attachments were popu- 
lar, so one day the foreman gave the high-brow member 
of his gang a little spool of fuse wire, telling him to go 
down and connect up the fuse board. 

A few hours after as the foreman was passing by he 
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was astonished to see a “tail,” an inch long or so, hanging 
out beyond each fuse post at the outside of the board, 
whereupon the following dialogue took place: 

“What are you wasting that fuse wire for?” ; 

“How am I wasting it?” 

“Why, you egg head, by leaving those long ends, of 
course.” : 

“Well, if I didn’t do that, how would you light them?” 


What the Canvasser Said. 
It will bring you the milkman, the butcher, the baker, 
The plumber, the lightman, and others galore, 
’Twill put you in touch with priest, lawyer, and postman, 
The cook, the policeman, and forty-four more. 





When colic is ragin’, ’twill be most assuagin’, 
To call on the doctor, “Come right away, quick.” 
And, in case of a fire, just ring for Chief Dwyer, 
He'll come on the fly, like a thousand of brick. 


When your wife’s mother just drops in to see you, 

And there’s nothing to eat in the house but cold meat, 
You rush to the ’phone, call the delicatessen, 

“Send bananas, tripe Spanish, and pickled pigs’ feet.” 


And when you're in need of a choice bit of gossip, 
The MacWilliamses’ number is four ninety-five, 

She'll give you the latest and best that is goin’, 
With never a word to harm dead or alive. 


It’s the great labor-saving device of the ages, 
It works for you gladly by day or by night. 

Sign here, Ma’am, on this line, and soon you'll be talkin’ 
With the whole universe, and I'll see it’s all right! 





A Dog That Knows How to Telephone. 

A dispatch from Mt. Vernon, N. Y., says that photo- 
graphs of Prince, the dog that knows when and how to 
use a.telephone, are now hung in the local telephone head- 
quarters. Prince is a collie, owned by W. W. Bradbeer. 
Out for a stroll one afternoon he wandered into a vacant 
house. While he was investigating from roof to garret, 
paperhangers finished for the day and left the house clos- 
ing the front door. 

Finding himself imprisoned, Prince spied a wall tele- 
phone. He leaped up and knocked the receiver from 
the hook. The operator answered the call and heard Prince 
barking. When the man who was sent around to investi- 
gate opened the door Prince wagged his thanks and trotted 


home to supper. 





Settles Case Over the Telephone. 

Judge C. P. Brunson, of the Orangeburg, S. C., magis- 
trate court, recently heard the arguments of counsel over 
the telephone and rendered a decision in the case. It 
appeared that the magistrate, before whom the case had 
come to be tried, was not well versed in the law govern- 
ing it and it was suggested that the case be argued before 
Judge Brunson, who was many miles away. The tele- 
phone was resorted to and the case was duly heard and 
declared by the judge in the distant city. 





Rushing Government Line in Minnesota. 
A large force of men is at Orr, Minn., from the Nett 
Lake Indian agency laying out the proposed government 
telephone line to be strung from Orr to the agency. 





OSKALOOSA, IOWA.—The Oskaloosa Home Telephone Co. is 
planning improvements and extensions which will aggregate a 
cost of between $10,000 and $15,000. This will include aerial and 
underground cable, new rural lines, etc. 

















Queries on Theory and Practice 


number the rings from 1 to 25 or 30. Then for exchange 
8, line 145, code ring 15, the complete directory number 


Remuneration for Use of Toll Circuit. 
What is the best way to lease a toll circuit which 

is about 18 miles in length? For example, A has a 

toll circuit, 18 miles of No. 10 wire, 25 poles to the 

mile, three stations on the same. B has one with six 
stations and wants to lease A’s circuit so as to get 

B’s business through to one of A’s exchanges, which is 

in a large trade center of about 15,000 population. 

A very equitable manner of handling the business is to 
allow the person who originates a call a certain percentage 
of the fee, and then pro rate the rest according to mileage. 
This serves to produce an incentive for the production 
of business, and at the same time pays each man a pro- 
portionate return on the investment. 


Code Ringing System for Several Connected Exchanges. 
I wish some suggestions and information regarding 
code ringing applying to a system covering ten ex- 
changes in one county with 3,000 subscribers, all hav- 
ing free exchange with each other. At present our 
code, numbers each exchange, then the line number is 
added to that, then the ring is designated by a letter. 

This I wish to eliminate and use a number instead. 

At the same time I am using color lines in the city 

and this I wish to be taken care of with a number. 

Our largest exchange covers 600 local telephones. I 

enclose the code to our present system as you may 

get a better idea of the code system and what is 
wanted. 

If you desire to have all the information as to exchange, 
line number, and code ring expressed in one call num- 
ber, it will mean five or six figures in each directory num- 
ber. Since you have ten exchanges, digits from 1 to 0, 
(1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 0) could be assigned them. The 
line number will take at least three digits, for your boards 








KEY TO NUMBER SYSTEM 


500 indicates those called by Pleasant Lake. 

600 indicates. those called by Angola 

700 indicates those called by Fremont. 

800 indicates those called by Orland, 

900 indicates those called by Metz. 
1000 indicates those called by Ray. 
1100 indicates those called. by Salem, 

The last two numbers. indicate the number of 

the line and the letter indicates the ring. 
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Code System Used for Ten Connecting Exchanges. 


serve at least 100 lines each. The lower numbers might 
be filled in with naughts to avoid confusion, thus, No. 25 
would become No. 025. The code rings would require 
at least two digits, since you have twenty signals in the 
tural code, besides some color rings in town. You could 


would be 814515. For exchange 3, line 34, code ring 7, 
it would be 303407. Twenty code rings look like too 
many. There should not be that many telephones on one 
line. If the twenty rings come from using different sys- 
tems on the different lines, the number should be cut 
down by making the rings on all.the lines uniform. 


Lightning Arrester Wiring. 


In an arrester of the type shown in the illustration, 
would the protection from lightning be as good if 




















Additional Wiring for Lightning Arrester. 


a wire were run from post A to post B on each side? 

Would not the transmission be better or at least less 

likely to be interrupted on account of faulty contact 

between spring and carbon? 

The two binding posts, A and B, should invariably be 
connected. We have known of certain cases where 
very poor transmission resulted from the faulty contact 
which you mention. It will not affect the protection from 


lightning in the least. 





Using Old Dry Cells for Transmitter Battery. 

How will it be possible for me to dispense with the 
use of wet batteries on the transmitter of our local 
battery switchboard? The crowfoot type of gravity 
cell is the kind that we use, but they give a lot of 
trouble and require a great deal of attention. They 
work well, but as we are using a pole changer and 
have a lot of batteries that are partly used up, we 
would like to use them on the transmitter if pos- 
sible. Can I insert some retardation or resistance in 
the circuit and at the same time prevent heating the 
transmitter? 

We understand that you are not averse to wet cells in 
themselves, but desire to avoid the constant attendance 
which is demanded by the gravity cell. This can be done 
by placing each partly used dry cell in a jar and filling it 
with water nearly up to the top of the zinc can. The 
latter should be perforated with numerous holes to per- 
mit free access of the water to the interior of the cell. 
It will assist the action if you add a little sal ammoniac 
to the water. Use as many of these rejuvenated cells on 
each transmitter as you need to get the proper current 
flow. Put a separate group of cells on each operator’s 
set. This idea has been in use by an operating company 
with great success, there being very little bother. 


—e— 


Wisconsin Company Asks Higher Rates. 

The Plymouth Telephone Co. has petitioned the Wiscon- 
sin Railroad Commission for permission to increase its 
rates for business houses from $1.75 to $2.50, and for 
residence telephones from $1.10 to $1.75. 
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From the Patent Office 


By Max W. Zabel 


Dispatching and Signaling System. 

E. R. Gill, Yonkers, N. Y., 1,019,781, Mar. 12, 1912; assigned 
to H. E. Merrell, New York, O. J. Hamlin, Smithport, Pa. 
A train dispatching and telephone signaling system is herein 

disclosed in which 1, 1, represent the line wires and 7, a plu- 

rality of telephone instruments bridged in series with a con- 
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denser, 12, across the line wires. A selector, 18, of the step 
by step variety is bridged at each station in series with im- 
pedance coils, 27 and 28. At the station terminal of the line 
the wire, 7, 1, are bridged by the impedance coil, 9, and con 
denser, 11. An impulse sending relay, 6, is provided which 
transmits impulses from battery over the line wires through 
the interposition of the impedance coil, 10. It is claimed that 
the arrangement of the impedance coils, 9 and 10, and the 
condenser 11, prevent disturbances when signaling. 








Registering Device. 
E. M. Northum, Stephens, Ark., 1,018,981, Feb. 27, 1912. 
This invention describes‘a coin collector for toll stations. 
It consists of an indicating dial operated by: the coins de- 
posited when calls are made. 


Railroad Telephone. 
W. E. Frost, Lewiston, Me., 1,019,628, Mar. 12, 1912, assigned 
Y% to A. L. Childs and R. W. Crockett and % to 
W. W. Sandborn. 
This railroad set comprises swinging arm upon which the 
transmitter is mounted, a hooked receiver and a signal lamp. 


~~ 


Transmitter Mouthpiece. 
Cc. H. Swingle and A. M. Miltenberg, Chicago, 1,018,730, 
Feb. 27, 1912. 

A mouthpiece which it is claimed amplifies the sound is 
described in this patent. It consists practically of the 
ordinary mouthpiece having a stem projecting forward 
from the perforated back section. Attached to the front 
end of this stem is a cup shaped device having its open 
flaring mouth toward the perforated wall and its pointed 
extremity at the front of the mouthpiece. It is claimed 
this arrangement deflects the air vibrations in a more ef- 
ficient manner against the diaphragm. 








Railroad Telephone Set. 
W. E. Frost, Lewiston, Me., 1,019,628, Mar. 5, 1912; assigned 
¥% to A. L. Childs and R. W. Crockett, and 4% to 
W. W. Sanborn, Lewiston. 

This telephone is intended for mounting along a railroad 
right of way so as to be accessible to the train crew for 
communicating with the dispatcher. It also has a light or 
other signal whereby to signal the engineer and have him 
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stop, in case it is desired to communicate with him. The box 
has a telephone instrument pivotally mounted therein. Certain 
contact elements associated with the instrument may be placed 
into engagement with certain other main line contacts so that 
the telephone may be included in circuit, when it is desired 
to use the same, but normally it is not in circ‘1it. 


Automatic Switching Apparatus. 
A. M. Bullard, and J. N. Reynolds, New York, 1,020,185, Mar. 
12, 1912; assigned to Western Electric Co. 

The invention discloses means for rapidly associating the 
master directing mechanism with any of the individual selector 
switches during the operation of setting up a connection. This 
association is made by means of a finder mechanism which suc 
cessively picks up the individual selector switches and asso- 
ciates them, one at a time, with the master mechanism. 


Automatic Telephone System. 

G. W. Lorimer, Piqua, Ohio, 1,020,211, Mar. 12, 1912; assigned 
to Western Electric Co. 

The invention herein relates to automatic telephone exchanges 
of the Lorimer type and is designed to prevent the successive 
selection of idle devices by a line, not instituting a call but 
which is in trouble by having one of its conductors grounded 
or otherwise put in the same condition as the temporary con- 








dition of a calling line. 





—— 


Transmitter Mouthpiece. 

W. W. Woodruff, Canton, Miss., 1,019,288, Mar. 5, 1912. 

A chamber or receptacle is provided around the interior of 
the mouthpiece and this receptacle is filled with a suitable 
antiseptic compound. This compound is supposed to be of a 
slightly volatile quality so as to give off enough moisture to 
dampen the inner surface of the mouthpiece. Holes are pro- 
vided so that the fumes may pass through to the interior of 
the mouthpiece. 





Telephone Metering System. 

G. Babcock, Rochester, N. Y., 1,019,879, Mar. 12, 1912; assigned 
to Telechronometer Co., Rochester. 

This metering system describes a device installed at the 

substation to register the cost of each conversation against the 
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calling subscriber. When the caJling subscriber removes his 
receiver, armature, 122, of the meter mechanism, 6, is attracted 
ready to be operated, and the operator inserts the plug. The 
listening key, K, is then depressed to ascertain the desired con- 
nection and the operator also depresses one of the rate keys, 
58, 58%, 58, etc., depending upon the rate that is charged. The 
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operator then calls the subscriber B. When the called sub- 
scriber responds, the energizing circuit of the magnet, 80, is 
completed. This circuit is completed at intervals, according to 
the rate that is to be charged the subscriber. Each actuation 
of the magnet, 80, registers one step. This condition continues 
until subscriber, B, hangs up his receiver, or until the with- 
drawal of the plug, P. 





Telephone System. 
J. L. Rue and C. F. Brown, Coshocton, Ohio, 1,019,992, March 
12, 1912. 

In this common battery system, a retardation relay 
sociated with a three wire talking circuit. A ringing key is 
associated with two of these wires and the third wire is adapted 
to conduct talking current through the cut-off relay continually 
during connection. The retarding relays are connected to the 
trunk and cord circuits. At certain times they control other 
relays, which act as busy test relays, and at certain other times 
supply the necessary retardation. 


is as- 





Pay Station Cabinet. 

H. M. Wiechers, Seon, Mexico, 1,019,574, Mar. 5, 1912. 

The cabinet is divided into two compartments, one of 
which contains the telephone set and the other a number 
of slots for the reception of coins. The door of the cabinet 
containing the telephone set is locked and the lock is 
operated by the action of the coins deposited in the slots. 
Means are provided for indicating to the operator the de- 
nomination of the coin deposited. 





A Vest-Pocket Transmitter. 

An article regarding a vest pocket transmitter appeared 
in a recent issue of the Scientific American to which we 
are indebted for the illustrations. 

The widespread use of the telephone by the general public, 
giving access indiscriminately to persons suffering from all 
forms of disease, such as tuberculosis, pneumonia, la grippe, 
etce., has been recognized by bacteriologists and all qualified 
to know, as a menace to health. 

Many efforts to remedy this evil have been made, but the 
suggestions offered have not been adopted to any great extent. 
As the danger lies in the transmitter, the only solution is 
to individualize this part of the telephone instrument. The 
types in present use are too heavy and bulky to carry around 
by individuals, so Charles L. Chisholm, a Canadian inventor, 
of Marysville, New Brunswick, perfected and patented a 
vest pocket instrument. 


It is said that he has developed an instrument which com- 

















The Vest Pocket Transmitter and Case. 


bines power and clearness with great lightness and small 
size; one which can be attached in an instant to the existing 
line without interfering with the present installations; and 
which automatically cuts the connections from the local trans- 
mitter and diverts the current into the individual transmitter 
during its use. 
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Mr. Chisholm is a trained musician, having been schooled 
as a violinist both in practice and theory of music. His 
ear is, therefore, highly sensitive in detecting and analyzing 
the various natural and adventitious sounds emitted by the 
telephone diaphragm. 

The small size of the instrument is not a purely accidental 
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Sectional View of Transmitter. 


feature, introduced simply with a view of reducing the size 
of the apparatus, it has a scientific and practical reason more 
important than this. The diaphragm is made very small, of 
gold-plated silver, its dimensions and material being so chosen 
that its fundamental note is much higher than the frequency 
human voice. In this, it differs markedly 
erdinary telephone transmitter whose diaphragn 
has a low fundamental. Mr. Chisholm claims that this is a 
defect, as it introduces into the sound of the vibrating dia- 
phragm, notes foreign to the original sound of voice. The 
use of a diaphragm with a high fundamental is designed 
to avoid this and to render the articulation clear. 

The instrument is contained in a watch case. On pressing 
the button, which releases the lid of the case, the latter 
springs open just like a watch, and the collapsible mouth- 
piece, containing a helical spring, opens out ready for use, 
The entire instrument, mouthpiece and transmitter, is con- 
If desired it can even 


of any normal 


from the 


tained within this small watch case. 
be made a part of the entire watch, which need not be 
any thicker than those commonly in use. The case has two 
sockets, which connect with terminals on the telephone stand, 
at the same time cutting off the public transmitter. 

Some details of the transmitter are shown in the sectional 
view. It is about an inch in diameter and weighs about an 
ounce. It contains nine parts, including the indestructible 
outer casing, which is considerably less than in the ordinary 
type of transmitter. 

One adjustment is necessary with this transmitter and it is 
claimed that it will not get out of order. 

In the illustration a, is a silver diaphragm, gold-plated on 
the face engaging the granular resistance material of the 
microphone. This diaphragm has an exceedingly high funda- 
mental, far above any normal human voice, and therefore does 
not reinforce any sounds to the detriment of others. The 
minute sound box b, is designed to avoid all reverberation, 
taking advantage of the high fundamental of the sensitive 
diaphragm. The microphone therefore has no sounds for- 
eign to the voice waves to magnify, except the high funda- 

overtones of the diaphragm. These are all 
far above the fundamentals and overtones of the human 
voice, thus insuring clear articulation, and the preservation 
The back electrode and 


mental and 


of the human element of the voice. 
yieldingly mounted support are shown at c and d. 

The illustration on page 382 shows the pocket transmitter at- 
tached to an ordinary telephone stand and in actual use. The 
stand is provided with the usual public mouthpiece. Upon 
attaching the individual transmitter, the public instrument is 
automatically cut off and the current diverted to the individual 
branch. If preferred, the stand can, of course, be made 
without any public transmitter, and used solely with the 
individual instruments. 
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For analyzing in comparative tests the relative merits in 
the articulation and power of his own and other transmitters, 
the inventor uses a special electro-magnet sound recording 

















Using the New Transmitter on a Desk Stand. 


apparatus of his own design and of marked efficiency. The 
experiments with this new type of transmitter are being 
carried on in a Brooklyn laboratory. 


ad 


Central Bell Group to Fight “Loan Sharks.” 
The central group of Bell companies, with headquarters 
in Chicago proposes to at once put into effect a plan which 
will give all employes of the company who are in the 





clutches of “loan sharks” relief and which will also provide 
a means to prevent them from falling into such a predica- 
ment in the future. 

It has been a rule heretofore among many large corpora- 
tions to discharge employes who allowed their wages to 
be garnished. Now this group of companies will ask any 
employe who has assigned his wages or salary as security 
for a loan at illegal interest to report the full details of 
the transaction to his superior in the exchange or dcepart- 
ment. 

If the debt was incurred for a worthy purpose, as, for 
instance, to meet the expenses of sickness or death in the 
family, the case will be referred to a bureau connected 
with the legal department of the company, which will 
settle with the loan shark, on behalf of the employe, who 
will then be expected to repay the amount advanced -in 
easy installments. 

Settlement with the money lender will be made strictly 
on the basis of the legal rate of interest. If this is not 
accepted, the company will fight the case on behalf of the 
employe through the highest courts, if necessary. 

To avoid the necessity of future dealing with professional 
money lenders, the officers of the company will establish 
a fund out of which loans will be made to employes who 
need money for legitimate and worthy purposes in the 
same manner as they are made by the “loan sharks” except 
that no “commissions” will be exacted, and the rate of in- 
terest will be only nominal. 

While the purpose of the new plan is solely to benefit 
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the employes, it is believed that it will help to establish 
more intimate relations between the employes and their 
chiefs and this is expected to benefit the service. 





Boston Claims First Woman Operator. 

It has long been a matter for controversy as to what 
city and what telephone company can claim the first woman 
operator, but in Miss Emma M. Nutt, an old employe of 
the New England Telephone & Telegraph Co., Boston 
has a woman who has valid claims to have been the first 
of her sex ever employed as an operator of a switchboard. 

It was Sept, 1, 1878, that Miss Nutt began working in 
the Boston exchange. Here she served for six years, 
after which she was transferred to Chelsea. Other trans- 
fers from time to time took her to the Fort Hill, Main 
and Richmond exchanges. 

Miss Nutt still remains in the service of the company. 
In September, 1906, she was made matron and sent to the 
office of the division superintendent of traffic, where she 
has served since. Her total experience with the company 
amounts to thirty-three years and five months. 

Miss Nutt’s sister, Mrs. William G. Evert, was the 
second woman operator. She began work for the company 
the same day, but a few hours later. She left the service 
when she married. 





One Big Man Who Appreciates Telephone. 

Percival S. Hill, president of the American Tobacco Co. 
is one chief executive who is never too busy to talk over 
the telephone says the Wall Street Journal. As most people 
in the Street know, it is a rare occasion indeed when 
it is possible to talk with a large corporation head on the 
telephone before going through a regular “third degree.” 
First it is the telephone operator, then the secretary of 
the company, then the private secretary, and then some- 
times the head of the company. 

But there is no such examination when one calls 4340 
Gramercy on the telephone and asks for Mr. Hill. If Mr. 
Hill is in town he will always answer his telephone. You 
must talk quickly, but Mr. Hill always answers courteous- 
ly, even if he is one of the busiest men in the industrial 
world. And it is Mr. Hill that speaks, not one speaking 
for him. They don’t believe in wasting valuable time 
at the American Tobacco Co. 





Telephone Number as an Address. 

Post Office officials are often called upon to decipher 
odd addresses says the New York Times. Recently a let- 
ter arrived at the Times office addressed, “Mr. Bryant, 1000 
Times Building, New York.” The Times’ telephone num- 
ber was the clue by following which the post office au- 
thorities delivered the message properly and promptly. The 
error of the writer was an odd one, due to confusing the 
Times’ telephone number, which is 1000 Bryant, with the name 
“Bryant.” 





Automobiles Extensively Used in Louisville. 

The Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co., in Louis- 
ville, Ky., has recently purchased two G. M. C. trucks, of 
light-delivery capacity, for general haulage and special 
emergency service in repairs and in the transportation of 
supplies and material. Several re-built one-cylinder Cad- 
illacs and runabouts are also in use. 





Minnesota Independents Increase in Number. 

In 1907, according to the tax receipts, there were but 
160 telephone companies in the state. The number had 
increased in 1911 to 609. By the time the taxes are pay- 
able this year the number will probably reach upwards of 
900. 











From Factory and Salesrcom 


Convention : 


The Unity Insulator. 

The Minerallac Electric Co., 112 W. Aadms St., Chicago, 
Ill., has just issued Bulletin No. 18, describing the Unity 
insulator, the non-breakable combination of insulator and 
pin in one piece recently placed on the market. The sev- 
eral types of the insulator intended for use on telephone 
and telegraph lines, either local or long distance and for 
electric light and power distribution lines of 110 to 1,200 
volts are fully described. Interesting information regard- 
ing the strength of the insulators and their insulating prop- 
erties is given. It is stated that the oily surface which is 
found on these insulators prevents the collection of water 
or moisture in a continuous film during rains, thus eliminat- 
ing a possibility of leakage or break down. [Illustrations 
show graphically, the ease with which these insulators 
can be installed and also their unbreakable qualitiés. 
Data indicating that the use of these pins reduces mainte- 
nance cost to a considerable extent is given. The five types 
of insulator are manufactured for local and long distance 
work and also for use on transpositions. These are all 
shown and dimensions for each are presented in a tabulated 
form. 


An Improved “Red Devil” Haven’s Clamp. 

Following the policy laid down some months ago by the Smith 
& Hemenway Co., 150-152 Chambers street, New York, to 
make the year 1912 memorable for the productions of entirely 
new or improved tools, it has now placed on the market an 
improved Haven’s “Red Devil” clamp. 

This clamp, the makers say, is the only drop forged steel 
clamp of its kind on the market for stretching telephone, tele- 
graph and farmers’ wires. 

In the illustration the dotted lines show the solid steel 
forgings, and the makers broach a hole and pass the slip-neck 
through the forging, thereby making it almost an impossibility 
to break it The Smith & Hemenway Co. announce that they 
have met with wonderful success with this new clamp, many 
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The New Type Haven’s Clamp. 


of the leading telephone and telegraph companies having 
adopted it. 

The clamps are made of a high grade, drop forged steel, 
with a gun metal finish. They are all branded with the Red 
Devil trademark which carries with it the Smith & Hemenway 
Co.’s usual guarantee as to high quality. 


lowa Independent Telephone Association, Des Moines, March 26, 27, 28 


The Simplex Pole Changer. 

As its name indicates, the Roberts Simplex pole changer is 
of simple construction and inexpensive to operate. 

The manufacturers guarantee it to run sixty consecutive, 
twenty-four-hour days on a single new No. 6 dry cell, while an 
old dry cell will operate it for several weeks. 

It is said to start without assistance, the instant the local 
circuit is closed. The operation is quiet while a wide variation 





The Roberts Simplex Pole Changer. 


is permitted in the adjus.ment of the vibrator contacts. The 
frequency may be varied from 12% to 20 cycles per second 
and within this range any desired frequency can be maintained. 

The efficiency of the pole changed is very high. The follow- 
ing figures given by the manufacturers state that 50 to 65 
cells of dry battery will furnish 100 subscribers for a period 
of about 18 months and for 300 subscribers about one year. 
The cost of the ringing current thus figures out at a very low 
rate. 

The maintenance of the pole changer due to renewal of 
parts is very low. The springs usually last for two or three 
years and the cost of new ones is but little. 

The Homer Roberts Manufacturing Co., 659 Melrose 
street, Chicago, will gladly furnish further information re- 
garding the Simplex pole changer. 


Monarch’s New Toll Bulletin. 

The Monarch Telephone Mfg. Co., of Ft. Dodge, Iowa, 
has prepared a very interesting bulletin illustrating and 
describing toll boards. Attention is called to a great many 
interesting features. It relates the story of a telephone 
call starting at a local subscriber’s telephone and terminat- 
ing in the telephone of another subscriber, tracing connec- 
tions made through the local switchboard and a toll board. 

The bulletin contains dimensioned drawings of several 
types of cabinets while numerous illustrations show the 
construction of such parts as the line signals, keys, re- 
peating coils, plug seats, etc. 

This bulletin which is No. mailed to 
one interested in toll boards upon application. 
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The Direct Current Receiver. 

Until recent years, it was the customary practice to use 
permanent magnets for giving the initial polarization to 
the magnet cores of telephone receivers. This practice is 
still followed and of necessity, in receivers used in con- 
nection with magneto telephones. 

In common battery systems where the direct transmitter 
current is supplied from the ccntral office to the subscrib- 
ers’ stations, it has been fourd that this current may be 
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made to serve the purpose of energizing the receiver mag- 
nets, so as to give them the necessary initial polarity. 

The foregoing briefly explains the reason of the de- 
velopment of the Automatic Electric Co.’s direct current 
receiver, viz.: to dispense with the use of permanent 
magnets and to utilize the direct transmitter current for 
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The Direct Current Receiver Disassembled. 


establishing a normal magnetic field, in the same way 
as if a permanent magnet were used. The instrument is 
of very simple construction, "possessing the fewest pos- 
sible parts, which are readily interchangeable. 

All parts are confined in a brass cup, the edges of which 
serve as a seat for the diaphragm. The coil consists 
of a single cylindrical spool. wound on a core of the 
best grade of iron. This bobbin or reel lies within a 
soft iron, U shaped punching, which serves as a return 
path to the diaphragm for the lines of force set up in the 
iron core. 

An induction not being used 
this type of receiver, there is no loss of the voice cur- 
rents in transforming by induction. Thus full benefit 
of all current is obtained in the receiver. 

Comparative tests were recently made with this receiver 
between New York and Chicago, and Freeport, Ill., and 
Chicago, and it is said that its clearness of reproduction 


coil in connection with 


was conclusively demonstrated. 

Interested companies are requested to write the Supply 
Sales Department, Automatic Electric Co., Chicago, which will 
gladly furnish further information regarding the receiver. 

Cracraft, Leich Now in Ohio and West Virginia. 

On account of the increase in business thtough the states 
of Ohio and West Virginia, the Cracraft, Leich Electric Co. 
of Genoa, Ill, has found it necessary to place a traveling 
representative in those states. 

J. Edwin Myers, a telephone man of large experience, has 
been selected to sell this company’s high grade line of tele- 
phone apparatus in that territory. 

Mr. Myers first entered the telephone business in 1900 as 
inspector for the Central Union Telephone Co., at Dayton, 
Ohio. After remaining with this company for about 18 
months he was appointed chief inspector at Portsmouth, Ohio. 
This being the time the Central Union started building farmers’ 
lines, it fell upon Mr. Myers to develop a great share of this 
business and at this work he proved very successful. 

The work accomplished by him came to the attention of the 
Independents and he was induced to change over to that side, 
roing with the Fayette Home Telephone Co., Lexington, Ky., 
as superintendent of equipment, in charge of the plants at 
Lexington, Versailles and Midway. After about one year ser- 
vice with this company, he resigned to accept a position with 
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the Dayton Home Telephone Co. at Dayton, Ohio, one of the 
largest automatic plants and one of the first built. 

Leaving the operating field, he entered the manufacturing 
end of the telephone business as traveling representative for 
the Chicago Telephone Supply Co. of Elkhart, Ind., and was 
with ‘t for several years, leaving to accept a position with 
the Dayton Telephone Lockout Mfg. Co. 

Mr. Myers has a host of friends in the Indepen- 
dent telephone field, who are glad to see him asso- 
ciated with such a progressive telephone manufactur- 
ing company as the Cracraft, Leich Electric Co. 

He has been attending the district meetings of the 
Ohio Telephone Association throughout the state and 
is adding to the already large list of users of Cra- 
craft-Leich apparatus. Mr. Myers makes his head- 
quarters at No. 22 Hivling street, Dayton, Ohio. 





A Clever Advertising Idea. 

The Paragon Sellers Co., 160 N. Fifth Avenue, 
Chicago, has just mailed out a very clever bit of 
advertising in the shape of a folder about five by 
seven inches, closed with a red seal bearing this in- 
scription, “Break into a good thing.” Upon breaking 
the seal and turning back the flap, the recipient of 
the folder is greeted with “Come on in. The Going’s 
Good.” The folder opened to its full width, dis- 
plays upon the left-hand section, the inscription, “It’s 
time you stopped,” underneath which is an illustration of 
a coil of Ironite wire with a clock dial filling the center. 
Facts regarding Ironite wire and reasons why it should 
be used are given in clear, concise language. Across the 
bottom of the folder is a line—“These bona fide testi- 
monials speak for Ironite.” 

The last fold being opened, the interior is exposed. A 
hand holding a number of testimonial letters is shown in 
a prominent position on the left. In the center of the 
sheet is a part of the body of a man, the arm and hands 
being the prominent feature. A number of papers are up 
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A Clock Dial 


Advertising. 


the left sleeve, with the right hand shown in the act of 
pulling them out. Both of these illustrations are accom- 
panied by catchy headlines. Below them are various let- 
ters endorsing Ironite wire. A postal card bearing a request 
for a free sample is enclosed in the folder. 
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Paragraphs. 

Tue Correy System and Avpit Co., Indianapolis, Ind., has 
installed its system of accounting for the Union Tele- 
phone Co., of which C. A. Shock, McKinney, Texas, is 
president. 


Tue Evectrricat Contract Co., Grinnell, Ia., has started the 
rebuilding of the telephone exchange at Riverside, la. A 
complete cable plant will be installed. D. A. Preston is 
in charge of the work. 


Tue Detta E-ectric Co., 3233 N. Clark street, Chicago, has 
purchased the stock of materials, parts, tools, etc., and will 
hereafter manufacture and market the lockout party line sys- 
tem, telephones, wire chief's testing equipment, etc., formerly 
made by the Baird Electric Co. 


Matuias Kern & Sons have published a pocket tool guide 
for linemen and electricians. It contains a complete list of 
Klein products used in electrical work and will be found very 
useful in the selection of tools. A copy of the guide will 
be sent free to those writing to Mathias Klein & Sons, Canal 
station 34, Chicago. 

Ropert M. BARKER, advertising manager of the Chase Motor 
Truck Co., is the author of an interesting article which ap- 
peared in a special automobile edition of the Syracuse Herald, 
Sunday, March 10, under the title of “Motor Truck Engages 
Attention of World.” The era of the motor truck has but 
just begun and people engaged in all lines of business are be- 
coming interested in the development of its uses. 


A Durable Instrument. 
The Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. is mailing out a 
card containing an interesting record of a Kellogg desk 
telephone, that went through a fire in 1904 and has been 





in service ever since. 
An unretouched photograph of the stand 
on one side of the card and an outline of its service record 


is reproduced 

















A Fire Scarred Veteran. 


is given below it. A strong testimonial letter from the 
manager of the telephone company which still has the stand in 
service, is a prominent feature of the reverse side of the card. 

The stand is certainly significant evidence of the dura- 
bility of Kellogg equipment. 
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A Pocket Testing Outfit. 


About four months ago the Jewell Electrical Instrument 
Co., Chicago, manufacturer of portable, laboratory and 
switchboard precision instruments, placed a little pocket 
portable outfit on the market which embodies a number 





The Jewel Pocket Testing Outfit. 


of valuable features of special interest to telephone men. 

The instrument is exceptionally compact in its construc- 
tion, the case being six inches long, three and one-fourth 
inches wide, and two inches high. It is made of pure cast 
aluminum, thus securing strength and minimum weight. 
Embodied within the one case are two separate or individual 
movements, one for voltage and the other for current read 
ings, thereby making possible simultaneous tests without the 
reading of one interfering with the accuracy of the other. 
The manufacturer claims that this double movement, simul- 
taneous reading feature is not found in any other compact 
or pocket testing outfit. Another distinct advantage in ihis 
two-movement volt-ammeter is that the instrument can be 
left in circuit any length of time without danger of injury 
to either movement. 

The instrument is not a make-shift or a toy in any sense 
of the word, but is of the same high standard of accuracy 
and durability found in the larger and more expensive out- 
fits manufactured by this company. The workmen are ex- 
pert and experienced and the materials used are of the high- 
est grades obtainable for their respective lines. For example, 
a high grade of Tungsten steel three-eighths inch thick and 
one inch wide is used for the magnets in the d’Arsonval 
movements which assures absolute permanency. 


The accuracy of the instruments, it is claimed, can be de- 
pended upon to within one-half of one per cent. They are 
hand calibrated and compared directly and individually with 
recognized standards. The scales are hand drawn, the di- 
visions being well spaced. The standard edgewise indicator 
used permits of the most accurate observations. For direct 
current, the d’Arsonval dead beat permanent magnet move- 
ment is used and the outfit can be obtained with double read 
ing on both the voltmeter and ammeter scales. Millivolt and 
milliampere scales are also supplied. Where wanted for 
alternating current tests the outfit is made with the elec- 
tromagnetic movement which also permits of direct current 
testing. However, it is impossible to have a double reading 
scale on the ampere movement for alternating current; volt- 
age readings cannot be had lower than 15 volts. 

A great many combinations of readings are possible with 
this little outfit. If supplied with double volt and double 
ampere scales and by applying Ohm’s law, the outfit can be used 
as an ohmeter and wattmeter (six instruments in one). The 
moderate price places it within the means of any one having 
need of a testing outfit. The Jewell Instrument Co. originally 
designed the outfit for telephone work and several of them are 
being used by the engineers of the Chicago Telephone Co. 
Where wanted for rough out-of-door work, a solid leather 
carrying case with shoulder strap is recommended for pro- 
tecting the instrument. 











Condensed News Reports 


Officers of Companies are Earnestly Requested to Forward Us Promptly All Financial and Other Statements as Soon 
- as Issued, and Any Items of Interest as to Their Plants and Systems 


PERSONAL. 


The recent appointment of William J, Camp to the position of 
assistant manager of telegraphs of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Co., with headquarters at Montreal, comes as a reward for the 

years of close and studious 

attention given the work 
in which he was engaged. 
Mr. Camp was born at 

Oakville, Ontario, Canada, 

His first experience in 

telegraphy began with his 

employment in the freight 
office of the Grand Trunk 

Railway at Prescott, On- 

tario. In 1874 he entered 

the employment of _ the 

Dominion Telegraph Co. as 

an operator, during which 

time he studied wire test- 
ing and_ switching. In 

January, 1878, he became 

train dispatcher on what 

is now a portion of the 

Canadian Pacific Railway, 

but when this road was 

seized by the government, 
he returned to his old po- 
sition of. night chief of the 

Dominion Telegraph Co., 

later taking the position of 
* day chief. When this com- 

pany consolidated with the 

Montreal Telegraph Co., in 

1881, he was advanced to 

the position of local elec- 

















Witttam 3. Camp. trician at Montreal and 
held this position until 
July, 1883. He entered the services of the Canadian Pacific at 


made chief electrician over 
the whole system for the telegraph department which had re- 
cently been formed. In 1899 he succeeded James Kent as 
superintendent of the Eastern Division, and in 1903 was ap- 
pointed electrical engineer for the entire system, which position 
he held until his promotion the first of this year. 

Mr. Camp is an active member of the Association of Railway 


Hochelaga in 1884 and in 1886 was 


Telegraph Superintendents and was its president during 
1908-1909. 
LEWIS CASS LEDYARD has been elected a director of the 


Western Union Telegraph Co, to fill 4 long standing vacancy. 

J .F. CASSERLY, manager of the Fond du Lac exchange of the 
Wisconsin Telephone Co., will enter the engineering department 
of the corporation in Chicago. 

A. L. KANE, manager of the Dakota 
at Culbertson, Mont., has resigned and gone to 
W. Davies, of Williston, has succeeded him. 

RAY EDDY has been promoted to district manager at Flagstaff, 
Ariz., for the Overland Telephone Co. He was formerly local 
manager at Williams, where he is succeeded by E. A. Adams, 
transferred from Buckeye, Ariz. 

R. F. STERLING, manager of the Batavia (N, Y.) exchange of 
the Federal company, has resigned. W. L. Brush succeeds him. 

W. J. ENNIS, district wire chief for the Wisconsin Telephone 
Co., in the Green Bay district, has been made manager of the 
exchange at Fond du Lac. ‘ 


E. G. FERRELL has been appointed district manager for the 
Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co., with headquarters at 
Dallas, Tex., having been transferred from Galveston. He suc- 
ceeds G, B. Perham. L. M. Kelsey, local manager of the com- 
pany at Beaumont, has been shifted to Galveston. 


J. A. SEALS, now engaged in systematizing long distance and 
toll traffic for the Illinois Tunnel Co., Chicago, happily possesses 
the ability to detect the humorous side of life. In his experi- 
ence in the telephone field, which has been quite extensive, he 
has picked up a considerable fund of anecdote, which loses 
nothing in his delivery of it. It is TELEPHONY’s hope that Mr. 
Seals may before long be induced to set some of this down in 
black and white for the benefit of its readers. 

Mr. Seals went with the Bell Telephone Co. of Missouri, at 
St. Louis, in 1902, leaving that company in December, 1910, to 
go to Lincoln, Neb., where he joined forces with C. H. Hood in 
traffic study for the Independent Telephcne System of Nebraska. 
In July, 1911, he came to Chicago, at Mr. Hood’s suggestion, the 
latter having preceded him by a few months. 


. OBITUARY. 
JOHN BAMER, president of the Bowling Green Telephone Co.. 


Western Telephone Co., 
Minneapolis. 
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Bowling Green, Ohio, died suddenly of apoplexy at his home in 
Weston. 

HENRY HARRISON MATLOCK, who installed the first tele- 
phone systems in Moline and Rock Island, Ill., and Davenport, Iowa, 
died recently at his home in Springfield, Ill., at the age of 70. 
In 1886 he was sent to Australia by the Western Electric Co. 
to dispose of the telephone property of Victoria to the govern- 
ment. In 1887 he returned to the United States and, with head- 
quarters at Springfield, Ill, acted as superintendent for the 
Central Union Telephone Co. in Illinois and lowa. He was a 
prominent member of the Masonic lodge. 

HARRY C. YOUNG, president and general manager of the Co- 
lumbia (Pa.) Telephone Co., whose death was recently noted 
briefly in this paper, was born September 15, 1852, being in his 
sixtieth year. He organized the Columbia company in 1895 and 
has directed it ever since. He was a prominent Mason, 

Mr. Young was a good business man, and one of the 
known telephone men in the country. He possessed an attrac- 
tive manner and a jovial disposition. He had a host of friends, 
to whom his death is a sincere regret, and a great personal loss. 
He was succeeded in the presidency of the company by his 
wife, formerly Esther C. Filbert. 


NEW COMPANIES. 

DENVER, COLO.—Reports are rife in this section to the ef- 
fect that plans are being materialized by eastern capitalists to 
enter the state and build local and long-distance systems through- 
out Colorado. No details are at present available. 


RUSKIN, FLA.—The Ruskin Telephone Co. will shortly be or- 
ganized by N. M. Wheeler and Mr. Estes. 

AUGUSTA, GA.—The Georgia Railroad & Telegraph Co. will 
be incorporated with $200,000 capital stock by W. S. Brand, Bryan 
Cummings, Edward J. Mulheren, 'Thomas M. Scott and Carleton 
Hillyer. The company plans to construct a telegraph system op- 
erating between Augusta and Atlanta and Macon. 

BICKNEL, IND.—The Home Telephone Co. has been incor- 
porated here with a capital stock of $12,000. It was formed to 
take over the plant of the Bicknell Telephone Co. The directors 
of the new company are: C. A. Phillippe, Lewis Phillippe, W. S. 
Mason, J. L. Hutchinson, James Atkinson, E. T. Cox and George 
Holmes. 

ADEL, IOWA.—The Colfax Center Mutual Telephone Co., with 
a capital stock of $3,000, has been incorporated by J. F. McMul- 
len, N. J. McGinnis and L. W. Huffman. 

DAVID, KY.—Hugh Riddle and others have organized the 
David Telephone Co., and will establish a system at once. The 
capital stock is $2,000. 

BLOOMINGTON, KY.—I. J. Adams and others are organizing 
the Bloomington Telephone Co., and will build a system with 
lines to Salyersville and Cannel City, where long-distance con- 
nections will be made. The capital stock will be $2,000. 


DILLON, MONT.—The Centennial Telephone Co., with a capi- 
tal stock of $20,000, has been organized here. The directors are: 
Robt. T. Boatman and B. B. Miller, both of Monida; and Ernest 
O. Selway, of Dillon. Mr. Boatman is president and Bert S. 
Smith is secretary. 

BURK GROVE, N. C.—R. F. D., No. 2 from Winston-Salem.— 
A company has been organized by T. D. Speas, B. D. Conrad, 
P. E. Burk, C. L. Slater and others to construct a telephone sys- 
tem. 


MURFREESBORO, N. C.—The United Telephone Co. has in- 
corporated here with $25,000 capital stock. The incorporators are: 
V. Vaughan, D C. Barnes, B. B. Winborne, L. J. Lawrence and 
others. 


KINSMAN, OHIO.—The Kinsman Telephone Co., $80.00 capital 
stock, has been incorporated by L. E. Mathews, W. 1). Lossee, 
P. W. Morford, A. G. Webber and F. G. Webber. 

CANADIAN, OKLA.—The Canadian Telephone Co. has been 
organized here and will be incorporated with $1,000 capital stock. 
The officers are: President, D. L. Roe; vice-president, W. L. Belt; 
treasurer, Fain G. Gillock; secretary and manager, T. D. Luper. 

CHEROKEE, OKLA.—The South Side Asley Rural Telephone 
Co. has been organized to build a line from Ingersol to the 
Buckley place. 


LIGONIER, PA.—Citizens of South Ligonier township have or- 
ganized the South Ligonier Telephone Co. The following officers 
and directors have been elected: J. J. Ross, president; R. R. 
Shadron, secretary; Edwin Weller, J. F. Nicely and Burgess Ross. 

WEST NEWTON, PA.—The Barren Run Telephone Co. has been 
organized. The new company, composed of farmers, will erect its 
own line to connect with the local exchange. The officers are: 
President, D. S. Hoenshel; secretary, George Stahl; treasurer, A. 


best 


J. Ruth. 


TRENTON, TENN.—The Gibson County Telephone Co. has 
been organized, with $5,000 capital stock. The incorporators are 
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J. J. Tatem, W. F. Jones, R. R. Boone, R. R. Collins, W. Ww. 
Howse and others. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.—The Grouse Creek Telephone Co., 
of Grouse Creek precinct, Box Elder county, capital stock $2,500, 
has been organized. The officers are: C. J. Bush, president; 
Charles Kimber, vice-president and general manager; E. S. Frost, 
secretary; George S. Cook, treasurer; Thomas Thomas, assistant 
manager. The foregoing officers constitute the directorate. 


CONSTRUCTION, 


WATSGNVILLE, CAL.—The Carlton District Telephone Co. 
has organized and elected officers. Work has commenced on the 
erection of a line to serve the residents in that district. Walter 
E. Pecham is president. 

EARLVILLE, ILL.—The Northern Illinois Telephone Co. will 
rebuild its plant here in the spring. Cable will replace all open 
wire. 

ROSEVILLE, ILL.—The Roseville Telephone Co. will shortly 
begin the complete overhauling of its plant. The exchange is to 
be moved te more commodious quarters and cable will replace 
open wire te some extent. 

SWITZ CITY, IND.—The Switz City Co-Operative Telephone 
Co. has incorporated. The company will build in Switz City and 
throughout Green county. The capital stock is $5,000. Henry 
Switz, D. J. Staniz, Elmer Yeoman, J. B. Dillon, J. O. Pate and 
John S. Sexson are directors. 

WARSAW, IND.—The Commercial Telephone Co. will buy and 
place 5,000 feet of cable this spring. 

WINAMAC, IND.—The Winona Telephone Co. contemplates a 
number of substantial improvements the coming summer, includ- 
ing underground cable and a considerable amount of aerial cable 
in Winamac. Twenty-six miles of copper line will be built from 
Bass Lake through Knox to Walkerton, and new toll boards will 
be installed at Winamac and Plymouth. 

HAZARD, KY.—The Perry County Telephone Co. is planning to 
build lines from Hazard via Hardwood and McDowell to Jackson 
and Campton, and from Hazard via Cornettsville and Craftsville 
to Wright’s Fork. 

RIDGELY, KY.—Walter Williams and others 
an Independent telephone company here. 
started at once. 

MONTEREY, MEXICO.—Thomas G. Nee, manager of the Mex- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co. has announced that his com- 
pany will soon reconstruct its lines in Monterey and establish 
an underground system with a central station similar to that in 
use in Mexico City. 

ALEXANDRIA, MINN.—The Interurban Telephone Exchange 
Co. has changed its name to the Alexandria Telephone Co. The 
company is reported to be in excellent shape financially and to 
contemplate the building of a modern exchange in the near fu- 
ture. E. P. Wright is manager. 

BALLANTINE, MONT.—The Home Telephone Co., with a capi- 
tal stock of $10,000, has been formed here. The directors are C. 
T. Garvey, S. L. Malone, C. O. Stout, A. E. Van Pelt, A. E. Al- 
corn, E. J. Bulcher, all of Ballantine, and J, L. Wilson, of Miles 
City. 

HOOPER, NEB.—The Hooper Telephone Co. is 
tensive plans for the improvement of its system. 

CARTHAGE, N. C.—The Moore County Farmers’ Union has 
completed plans to build telephone lines covering Moore county, 
with an exchange at Carthage. A committee has been ap- 
pointed to secure figures as to cost of construction. 

ALBANY, N. Y.—The state conservation commission has au- 
thorized the installation of five additional stations in the Adiron- 
dacks and Catskills, equipped with telephones, for protecting for- 
ests from fires. The commission will build three miles of tele- 
phone line to connect state lines now terminating at Lake Pleas- 
ant and Speculator. Four other mountain stations are in con- 
templation. 

ORIENTA, OKLA.—Ray R. Fuzzell wants prices and descrip- 
tive literature on automobiles and motorcycles. 

VALE, ORE.—Juntura will soon have telephone connections 
with Boulah. A company has been formed for the installation of 
the line. Those backing the enterprise are Dan Gilkey, R. L. 
Scott and D. F. Murphy. 

COVINGTON, TEXAS.—G. R. Harris writes for prices on dry 
batteries, cords, cross arms, insulators, operator’s chairs, pins, 
orackets and telephones. He will also need 400 poles and 6,000 
feet of iron wire. 

FORT DAVIS, TEXAS.—The Pecos & Rio Grande Telephone 
Co. is preparing to erect a telephone exchange. A number of bet- 
terments are proposed. 

COURTLAND, VA.—It is proposed to rebuild the local Inde- 
pendent exchange. Address W. N. McAnge, Jr. 


HOQUIAM, WASH.—Two new rural telephone lines are now 
being promoted and indications are that one of them will be built 
within the next few months. The proposed: lines are to give 
Pacific Beach and Noclips connections with Hoquiam. 

COCHRANE, WIS.—The Cochrane Telephone Co. contemplates 
building a line between Waumandee and Arcadia in the spring. 
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FINANCIAL. 

MASON CITY, ILL.—The Mason City Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has declared a dividend for the year of 15 per cent. This is 
the third dividend declared, the other two being for 10 per cent 
each. 


WINONA, IND.—The Winona Telephone Co. has increased its 
capital stock from $65,000 to $100,000. 

CLARION, IOWA.—The Clarion & Northwestern Telephone Co. 
will spend upwards of $15,000 this coming summer, rebuilding and 
extending the plant. 


JACKSON, KY.—The Breathitt County Telephone Co. has in- 
creased the capital stock from $5,000 to $8,000, and will con- 
struct long-distance lines over Breathitt county as well as to 
Whitesburg, eighty miles. 


HINDMAN, KY.—The Hindman Telephone Co. has _ increased 
its capital to $7,000, and is securing franchises for the construc- 
tion of loca! and long-distance lines from Hindman to Vest and 
Ball’s Fork, and from Hindman to Beaver Station, twenty-five 
miles. by 

LUDINGTON, MICH.-—The stockholders of the United Home 
Telephone Co. have voted to increase the capital stock from 
$300,000 to $500,000. 

CLARION, IOWA.—At a recent meeting of the directors of the 
Clarion & Northwestern Telephone Co. the directors declared a 
dividend of 6 per cent. 


HOLLISTER, MO.—A ten-year franchise has been granted R. 
Whitlock, who recently disposed of his interests in Palmyra, III. 
Construction of the system is to be commenced at once. 

EPHRATA, PA.—The Denver & Ephrata 
declared a quarterly dividend of 1% per cent. 

MIDDLESBURG, PA.—The stockholders of the Middlecreek V:il- 
ley Telephone Co. are to vote, April 5, on a resolution of the di- 
rectors to issue $25,000 of bonds. The company has no bonds out- 
standing at this time. 

TRENTON, TENN.—Announcement 
the Gibson County Telephone Co. 
$5,000 capital. This was an error. The company has been in 
operation about a year. It has now increased its capital stock 
from $5,000 to $10,000 and is preparing to extend its lines. 

WINTERS, TEXAS.—The Independent Telephone Co. will in- 
crease its capital stock from $15,00 to $50,000, it is reported, and 
makes many improvements to its system. 

JACKSON, KY.—The Breathitt County Telephone Co., recently 
organized here, has increased its capital stock from $5,000 to 
$8,000. The proceeds are to be applied to the building of new 
lines. 

MEDICAL LAKE, WASH.—A dividend of 61% per cent was de- 
clared at the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Medical 
Lake Telephone Co. 

HONAKER, VA.—The Southwest Telephone Co., recently or- 
ganized, is planning construction of long-distance lines to Nor- 
ton and Bluefield, W. Va. The capital stock is $10,000. 


ELECTIONS. 

MACDOEL, CAL.—At a special meeting of the stockholders of 
the Butte Valley Telephone Co. the following officers were elect- 
ed: H. F. Naust, president; Robert S. Greer, treasurer 

LIVINGSTON, ILL.—The stockholders of the Pleasant Plain 
Telephone Co. have elected the following directors for the coming 
year: Calvin Hoskins, Elmer Coffin, O. C. Spaulding, Frank 
Pacha, A. F. Burk, Wm. Burg, L. J. Gorsuch, J. J. Kyle, N. 
Braunhausen, Ed Jones and M. Roberts. 


OTTAWA, ILL.—The United Telephone Co. has re-elected offi- 
cers for the ensuing year @s follows: President, V. J. Duncan, 
Ottawa; vice-president, C. H. Rottger, Springfield; secretary- 
treasurer, Al. F. Schoch, Ottawa. 

PLEASANT DALE, ILL.—The Pleasant Dale Independent Tele- 
phone Co., has elected officers for the coming year as follows: 
President, Lewis Edie; vice-president, K. W. Atherton; secretary- 
treasurer, J. R. Shaddock. 

WYOMING, ILL.—At the annual meeting of the Stark County 
Telephone Co. the following directors were unanimously elected: 
W. R. Sandham, C. P. Dewey, J. H. Fuller and J. W. Walters. 


FAIRMOUNT, IND.—At the annual meeting of the stockhold- 
ers of the Citizen’s Telephone Co. the following directors were 
elected for the ensuing year: Aaron Newby, John Simons, Oliver 
Buller, Ellis Wright, Charles Thomas, George Felton and Will 
Jones. 


MULEERRY, IND.—At the annual election of officers of the 
People’s Co-Operative Telephone Co. the following officers and 
directors were re-elected: M. S. Gunkle, president; Dana Hock, 
secretary; J. N. Simms, treasurer; directors, W. E. Lowman, R 
W. Gable, A. M. Youndt, J. C. Shepardson and W. H. Miller. 


TERRE HAUTE, IND.—The stockholders of the Honey Creek 
Township Mutual Telephone Co. have elected the following offi- 
cers for the ensuing year: Charles B. Rigney, president; Harry 
Infange, vice-president; George L. Woodsmall, secretary; and 
John A. Siner, treasurer. The directors are: Frank Rigney, 
A. A. Reynoulds, George Stout, Edward Boyll, Charles Kester, 
Riley Sutliff, C. P. Liston and Charles Siner. 
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ALBION, IGWA.—At the annual meeting Of the Albion Mutual 
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In the Rural Line Districts 


Our telephone line has been out of order for about a 
week; looks like they ought to keep it going some way. 
They don’t lose out on any of the collections —Dry Sheep 
Creek Item, Morrill (Neb.) Mail. 

‘The telephone patrons of line 96 of the Northwestern 
Telephone Co. have purchased the said line and are having 
the poles reset and right-of-way changed to the new road, 
east of Linden. The line will be managed on the mutual 
plan in the future—Centennial Item, Rockport (Mo.) Mail 

A new telephone line is to be built from the Center to 
Markesan to accommodate the farmers that are without 
phones.—Green Lake Correspondence, Ripon (Wis.) Press. 

The Hawkeye Telephone Company has finished the task 
of removing all poles and wires from the square. The 
wires to the business houses now enter the buildings from 
the alleys or near streets. The public square has been 
greatly improved in appearance since the poles have been 
removed. The company and the workmen are to be 
congratulated on working the change without incon- 
veniencing their patrons.—Greenfield (la.) Press. 

The snow here made quite a destruction among the mu- 
tual telephone wires, breaking them in several places.— 
Valley Springs Item, Columbia (Mo.) Herald. 

The annual oyster supper of the Holt Center Telephone 
Company is scheduled to take place next Friday evening. 
Different delicacies to calm the ravages of morbid appe- 
tites will be very much in evidence. Won’t mention about 





the “tables groaning.” The groaning is to take place im- 
mediately after the supper is consumed.—Holt Item, Lenox 
(la.) Time-Table. 

Thursday night of last week the snow and ice caused the 
cable of the Citizens Telephone Company on Loula street, 
where it crosses the Frisco track, to sag and a Frisco train 
in passing underneath, caught the cable on one of its high 
furniture cars and tore it all to pieces. “Rusty” Wilson 
and Mr. Graves each were on the poles trying to raise 
the cable. If the poles had broken it is probable that the 
men would both have been dragged underneath the train.— 
Olathe (Kan.) Mirror. 

Work is progressing rapidly on the telephone improve- 
ments, and it is expected to have everything ready for 
continuous service the first of the month. Walter Web- 
ber has been chosen as night operator, and is now hard at 
work learning the manipulation of the switchboard.— 
Odessa Cerrespondence, Ritzville (Wash.) Journal. 


The ’ en putting in the new telephone line between 
May~.:-: -d Rising had a pretty tough time of it on 
Tht To be up in the air with the wind blowing 


thirty mics an hour right off the north pole was some 
trying —Champaign (Ill.) News. 

Theo. Schurman and G. C. Thatcher, treasurer and sec- 
retary of the Wabash Mutual Telephone Co., were in town 
Wednesday on business, well pleased with the outlook of 
the new company.—Fort Recovery (O.) Journal. 
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Jim Hoover, trouble man for the Barnes County Telephone Co., is a hustler when it comes to fixing up troubles 
for the patrons of the company. He recently purchased a new forty-horse power roadster which enables him, when 
the roads are good, to visit every subscriber in the county in less than a day. The way Jim goes after trouble is mar- 
velous.—Browning (Nev.) Economist. 
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